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The Popfie of Rome. 


OPE, this is a name which 
comes from the Greek 
word Maza, and signifies Father. 
Inthe East, this appellation is 
given to all Christian priests ; 
andin the West, bishops were 
called by it in ancient times ; 
but now for many centuries it 
has been appropriated to the 
bishop of Rome, whom the 
Roman Catholics look upon as 
the common father of all Chris- 
tans. 

All in communion with the 
see of Rome unanimously hold 
that our Saviour Jesus Christ 
constituted St. Peter the apos- 
tle chief pastor, under himself, 
to watch over his whole flock 
here on earth, and to preserve 
the unity of it, giving him the 
power requisite for these ends. 
They also believe that our Sav- 


iour ordained that St. Peter 
should have successors, with 


the like charge and power to 

the end of time. Now, as St. 

Peter resided at Rome for many 
Vor. III. No. 11. 








years, and suffered martyrdom 
there, they consider the bishops 
of Rome as his successors in the 
dignity and office of the univer- 
sal pastor of the whole Catholic 
church. 

The cardinals have for several 
ages been the sole electors of the 
pope. These are seventy in 
number, when the sacred col- 
lege, as itis called, is complete. 
Of these, six are cardinal bish- 
ops of the six suburbicarian 
churches ; fifty are cardinal 
priests, who have all titles from 
parish churches in Rome ; and 
fourteen are cardinal deacons, 
who have their tithes from 
churches in Rome of less note, 
called diacenias, or deaconries. 
These cardinals are created by 
the pope when there happens to 
be vacancies, and sometimes he 
names one or two only at a lime ; 
but commonly he defers the 
promotion until there be ten or 
twelve vacancies, or more ; and 
then at every second such pro- 
motion the emperor, the kings 
of Spain and France, and of Bri- 
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tain, when Catholic, are allow- | 


edto present one each, to be 
made cardinal, whom the pope 
always admits if there be not 
some very great objection.—- 
These cardinals are commonly 
yromoted fromamong such cler- 
gymen as have borne offices in 
the Roman court ; some are as- 
sumed from religious orders ; 
eminent ecclesiastics of other 
countries are likewise often hon- 
ored with this dignity. Sons of 
sovercign princes have frequent- 
ly been members of the sacred 
college. ‘Their distinctive dress 
is scarlet, to sivnify that they 
ought to be ready to shed their 
blood for the faith and church, 
when the defence and honor of 
cither require it. ‘They wear a 
scarlet cap and hat : the cap Is 
given to them by the pope if they 
are at Rome, and is sent to them 
if they are absent ; but the hat 
is never given but by the pope’s 
owa hand. ‘These cardinals 
form the pope’s standing coun- 
cil, or consistory, for the man- 
agement of the public affairs of 
church and state. They are di- 
vided into different congrega- 
tions for the more easy dispatch 
of business; and some of them 
have the principal offices in the 
pontifical court ; as that of car- 
dinal, vicar, penitentiary, chan- 





cellor, chamberlain, prefect of | 


the signature of justice, prefect 
of memorials, and secretary of 
state. “They have the tide given 
them of eminence and most em- 
inent. 


On the demise of a pope, his 


| 
| 
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ther of the event, that they may 
take what measures they think 
proper ; and that the cardinajs 
in their dominions, if any there 
be, may hasten to the future 
election, if they choose to attend; 
whilst the whole attention of the 
sacred college is turned to the 
preservation of tranquillity in 
the cily and state, and to the 
necessary preparations for the 
future election. The cardinal- 
chamberlain has, during the ya- 
cancy ef the holy see, great an- 
thority ; he coins money with 
his own arms on it, lodges in 
the pope’s apartments, and is at- 
tended by the body euards. He, 
and the first cardinal-bishop, the 
first cardinal-priest, and the first 
cardinal-deacon, have, during 
that me, the government al- 
most entirely in their hands.— 
The body of the deceased pope 
is carried to St. Peter’s, where 
funeral service is performed for 
him with great pomp for nine 
days, and the cardinals attend 
there every morning. In the 
mean time, all necessary prepe- 
rations for the election are made; 
and the place where they assem- 
ble for that purpose, which is 
cailed the Conclave, is fitted up 
in that part of the Vatican palace 
which is nearest to St. Peter’s 
church, as this has long been 
thoucht the most convenient sil- 
uation. Here is formed, by pat- 
titions of wood, a number of 
cells, or chambers, equal to the 
number of cardinals, with a small 
distaiice between every two, and 
a broad 4rallery before them. A 


pontifical seal is immectiately | number is put on every cell, and 
broken by the chamberlain, and | small papers, with correspond: 
all public business is interrupted | ing numbers, are put into a box: 
that can be delayed ; messen-| every cardinal, or some one for 
gers are dispatched to all the | him, draws out one of these pa- 
Catholic sovereigns to acquaint | pers, which determines in whi! 
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cell he is to lodge. The cells 
are lined with cloth ; and there 
is a part of each one separated 
for the conclavists, or attendants, 
of whom two are allowed to 
each cardinal, and three to car- 
dinal princes. ‘They are per- 
sons of some rank, and geencral- 
ly of great confidence ; but they 
ywiust carry in their master’s 
meals, serve him at table, and 
perform all the offices of a me- 
nial servant. ‘Two physicians, 
two surgeons, an apothecary, 
uhd some other necessary offi- 
cers, are chosen for the conclave 
by the cardinals. 


On the tenth day after the | 


pope’s ceath, the cardinals who 
are then at Rome, and in a com- 
petent state of health, meet in 
the chapel of St. Peter’s, which 
is called the Gregorian chapel, 
where a sermon on the choice 
of a pope is preached to them, 
and mass is said for invoking the 
grace of the Holy Ghost. ‘Then 
the cardinals proceed to the con- 
clave in procession, two by two, 
and take up theirabode. When 
all is properly settled, the con- 
clave is shut up, having boxed 
wheels, or places of communica- 
lion, in convenient quarters ; 
there are, also, strong guards 
placed all around. When any 
foreign cardinal arrives after the 
inclosure, the conclave is open- 
ed for his admission. In the 
beginning every cardinal signs 
a paper, containing an obligation, 
that, if he shall be raised to the 
papal chair, he will not alienate 
any partof the pontifical domin- 
ion; that he will not be prodigal 
to his relations ; and any other 
such slipuiations as may have 
been settled in former times, or 
framed for that occasion. 

We now come to the election 
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of Rome. 103 
itself; and, that this may be 
effectual, two-thirds of the car- 
dinals present must vote forthe 
same person. As this is ofien 
not easily obtained, they somc- 
limes remain whole mouths in 
the conclave. They mectin the 
chapel twice every day for giving 
their votes; and the election 
may be effcctuated by scrutiny, 
accesston, or acclamation. Scrue 
liny is the ordinary method, and 
consists In this : every cardinal 
writes his own name on the in- 
ner part of a picce of paper, and 
this is folded up and sealed ; on 
a second fold of the same paper 
a conclavist writes the name of 
the person for whom his master 
votes. This, according to a- 
gyreements observed for some 
centuries, must be one of the 
sacred college. On the outer 
side of the paper is written a 
sentence at random, which the 
voter must wellremember. Ev- 
ery cardinal, on entering into 
the chapel, goes to the altar, and 
puts his paper into a large cha- 
lice. 

When all are convened, two 
cardinals number the votes ; and 
if there be more or less than 
the number of cardinals present, 
the voting must be repeated.— 
When this is not the case, the 
cardinal appointed for the pur- 
pose reads the outer sentence, 
and the name of the cardinal 
under it ; so that each voter, 
hearing his own sentence and 
the name joined with it, knows 
that there is no mistake. The 
names of all the cardinals that 
are voted for are taken down in 
writing, with the number of 
votes for each ; and when it ap- 
pears that any one has two-thirds 
of the number present in his 
fuyor, the election is over; but 
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when this does not happen, the 
voting paper's are all immediate- 
ly burnt up without opening the 
inner part. When several trials 
of coming to a conclusion by this 
method of scrutiny have been 
made in vain, recourse is some- 
times had to what is called ec- 
cession. By it, when a cardinal 
perceives that when one or very 
few votes are wanting to any one 
for whom he has not voted at 
that time, he may say that he 
accedes to the one who has near 
the number of votes requi- 
site ; and if his one vote suffices 
to make up the two-thirds, or if 
he is followed by a sufficient 
number of acceders, or new Vvo- 
ters, for the said cardinal, the 
election is accomplished.—Last- 
ly, a pope is sometimes elected 
by acclamation ; and that is, 
when a cardinal, being pretty 
sure that he will be joined by a 
number sufficient, cries out in 
the open chapel, that such an 
one shall be pope. If he is pro- 
perly supported, the election be- 
comes unanimous; those who 
would, perhaps, oppose it, fore- 
seeing that their opposition would 
be fruitless, and rather hurtful 
to themselves. When a pope 
is chosen in any of the three 
ubovementioned ways, the elec- 
lion is immediately announced 
trom the balcony in the front of 
St. Peter’s, homage is paid to 
the new pontiil, and couriers are 
sent off with the news to all 
parts of Christendom. The 
pope appoints a day for his coro- 
nation at St. Peter’s, and for his 
taking possession of the pattri- 
archal church of St. John Late- 
ran ; all which is performed 
with great solemnity. He is 
addressed by the expression of 
holiness and most holy father, 
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Lhe Roman Catholics believe 
that the bishop of Rome 1S, un. 
der Christ, supreme pastor of 
the whole church, ond as such 
is not only the first bishop in 
order and dignity, but has also 
a power and jurisdiction over ull 
Christians, in order to preserve 
unity and purity of faith, and 
moral doctrine, and to maintain 
order and regularity in all 
churches. Some Catholic di- 
vines are of opinion that the 
pope cannot err when he ad- 
dresses himself to all the faith- 
Jul on matters of doctrine. They 
well know that, as a private 
doctor, he may fall into mis. 
tukes as well as any other man; 
but they think that, when he 
teaches the whole church, Pro- 
vidence must preserve hin from 
error. 

The see of Rome, according 
to Roman Catholics, is the cen- 
tre of catholic unity. All their 
bishops communicate with the 
pope, and by his means with 
one another, and so form one 
body. However distant their 
churches may be, they all meet 
at Rome either in person or by 
their delegates, or at least by 
their letters. And, according 
to the discipline of the latter 
ages, though they are presented 
to the pope for their office from 
their respective countries, yet 
from him they must receive their 
bulls of consecration before they 
can take possession of their sees. 


Popiery,. 


POPERY comprehends the 
religious doctrines and practices 
adopted and maintained by the 
church of Rome. ‘The follow- 
ing summary, extracted chiefly 





from the decrees of the council! 
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of Trent, continued under Paul 
fif. Jutius Til. and Pius TV. 
from the year 1545 to 1563, by 
successive sessions, and the creed 
of pope Pius LV. subjoined to 
it, and bearing date November, 
1564, may not be unacceptable 
to the reader. One of the 
fundamental tenets strenuously 
wintained by popish writers, is, 
the infallibility ef the church of 
Rome ; thouh they are not a- 
greed whether this privilege be- 
longs to the pope or a general 
council, or to both united ; but 
they pretend that an infallible 
living judge is absolutely neces- 
sary to determine controversies, 
and to secure peace in the Chris- 
tian church. However, Protes- 
tants allege, that the claim of 
infallibility in any church is not 
justified by the authority of 
scripture, much: less does it per- 
tain to the church of Rome ; and 
that it is inconsistent with the 
nature of religion, and the per- 
sonal cbligations of iis profes- 
sors ; and that it has proved in- 
effectual to the end for which it 
is supposed to be granted, since 
popes and councils have disa- 
greed in matters of importance, 
and they have been incapable, 
with the advantage of this pre- 
tended infallibility, of miintain- 
ing union and peace. 

Another essential article of 
the popish creed is the suprem- 
acy of the pope, or his sove- 
reign power over the universal 
church. 

Farther; the doctrine of the 
seven sacraments is a peculiar 
and distinguishing doctrine of 
the church of Rome; these 
are baptism, confirmation, the 
cucharist, penance, extreme 
unction, orders, and matrimo- 
ny. 
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The council of Trent (sess. 7, 
can. 1) pronounces an anathema 
on those who say that the sacra- 
ments are more or fewer than 
seven, or that any one of the 
above number is not truly and 
properly asacrament. And yet 
it does not appear that they 
amounted to this number be- 
fore the twelfth century, when 

luvo de St. Victore and Peter 
Lombard, about the year 1144, 
taught that there were seven 
sacraments. The council of 
Viorence, held in 1438, was the 
first council that determined 
this number. These  sacra- 
ments confer grace, according 
to the decree of the council of 
Trent (sess. 7, can. 8), er oftere 
oferato, by the mere adminis- 
tration of them: three of them, 
viz. baptism, confirmation, and 
orders, are said (c. 9) to im- 
press an indclible character, so 
that they cannot be repeated 
without sacrilege ; and the effi- 
cacy of every sacrament depends 
on the intention of the priest by 
whom it is administered (can, 
11). Pope Pius expressly en- 
joins that all these sacraments 
should be administered accord- 
ing to the received and approved 
rites of the Catholic church— 
Wh regard to the eucharist, in 
particular, we may here observe, 
that the church of Rome holds 
the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion ; the necessity of paying di- 
vine worship to Christ under the 
form of the consecrated bread, 
or host ; the propitiatory sacri- 
fice of the mass, according to 
their ideas of which Christ is 
truly and properly offered as a 
sacrifice as often as the priest 
says mass; it practises, like- 
wise, solitary mass, in which the 


{priest alone, who consecrates, 
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communicates, and allows com- 
munion only in one kind, viz. the 
bread to the laity. Sess. 14. 
The doctrine of merits is an- 
other distinguishing tenet of 
popery ; with regard to which 
the council of Trent has ex- 
pressly decreed (sess. 6, can. 
$2) that the good works of just- 
ified persons are truly merito- 
rious ; deserving not only an 
increase of grace, but eter- 
nal life and an increase of glo- 
ry ; and it has anathematized 


all who deny this doctrine. Of 


the same kind is the doctrine 
of satisfactions ; which suppo- 
ses thut penitents may truly 
satisfy, by the afflictions they 
endure under the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, or, by vol- 
untary penances to which they 
submit, for the temporal pcn- 

alties of sin to which they are 
subject, even after the remis- 
sion of their eternal punish- 
ment. Sess. 6, can. 30, and 
sess. 14, can. 8 and 9. In this 
connexion we may mention the 
popish distinction of venial and 
mortal sias: the greatest evils 
arising from the former are the 
temporary pains of purgatory 3 ; 
but no man, it is said, can ob- 
tain the pardon of the latter 
without confessing to a priest, 
and performing the penances 
which he imposes. 

The council of Trent (sess. 14, 
can. 1), has expressly decreed, 
that every one is accursed who 
shal] affirm that penance is not 
truly and properly a sa ‘cramenty 
instituted by Christin the univer- 
sal church, for reconciling those 
Christians to the Divine Majes- 
ty who have fallen into sin after 
baptisin ; ; abd this sacrament, it 
is declared, consists of two parts, 
the matter and the form: the! 
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matter is the act of the penitent, 
including contrition, confession, 
and satisfaction ; the form of it 
is the act of absolution on the 
part of the priest. Accordingly 
it is enjoined, that it is the duty 

of every man who hath fallen af- 
ter baptism, to confess his sins 
once a year, at least, toa priest; 
that this confession is to be se- 
cret; for public confession is 
neither commanded nor expedi- 
ent: and that it must be exact 
and particular, including every 
kind and act of sin, with all the 
circumstances attending iia 
Wien the penitent has so done, 
the pricst pronounces an absolu- 
tion, which is not conditions! or 
declarative only, but absolute 
and judicial. ‘This secret or au- 
ricular confession was first de- 
creed and established in the 
fourth council of Lateran, under 
Innocent II]. in 1215 (cap. 21) 
And the decree of this council 
was afterwards confirmed and 
enlarged in the council of Flo- 
rence and in that of Trent; 
which ordains, that confession 
Was instituted by Christ ; that 
by the law of God it is necessa- 
ry to salvation, and that it has 
always been practised in the 
Christian church. As for the 
penances imposed on the pemil- 
tent by wey of — satisfaction, 
they have been commonly the 
repetition of certain forms of 
devotion, as paternosters, or ave 
marlas sthep: \yment of stipulated 
sums, pilgrimages, fasts, or Va- 
rious species of corporal disci- 
pline. But the most formidable 
penance, in the estimation of ma- 
ny who have belonged to the Ro- 
mish communion, has been the 
temporary pains of purgatory, 

But under all the penalties which 
are inflicted or threatened in the 
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Romish church, it has provided 
relief by its indulgences, and by 
its prayers, or masses for the 
dead, performed professedly for 
relieving and rescuing the souls 
that are detained in purgatory. 

Another article that has been 
long authoritatively enjoined and 
observed in the church of Rome 
is the celibacy of her clergy. 
This was first enjoined at Rome 
by Gregory VII. about the year 
1674, and established in Mngland 
by Anslem, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, about the year 1175 ; 
though his predecessor Lanfranc 
had imposed it upon the preben- 
daries and clergy that lived in 
towns. And though the coun- 
cil at Trent was repeatedly pe- 
titioned by several princes and 
statcs to abolish this restraint, 
the obligation of cclibacy was 
rather established than relaxed 
by this council; for they decreed, 
that marriage contracted after a 
vow of continence is neither 
lawful nor valid ; and thus de- 
prived the church of the possi- 
bility of ever restoring marriage 
to the clergy. For if marriage 
after a vow, be in itself unlaw- 
ful, the greatest authority upon 
earth cannot cispense with it, 
nor permit marriage to the cler- 
ey who have already vowed con- 
linence. 7 

To the doctrines and practi- 
ces above recited may be further 
added the worship of images, of 
which Protestants accuse the Pa- 
pists. But to this accusation the 
Papist replies, that he keeps im- 
ages by him to preserve in his 
mind the memory of the persons 
represented by them ; as people 
are wont to preserve the memo- 
vy of their deceased friends by 
keeping their pictures. He is 
taught (he says) to use them so 
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as to cast his cyes upon the pic- 
tures or images, and thence to 
raise his heart to the things re- 
presented ; and there to employ 
itin meditation, love, and thanks- 
giving, desire of imitation, &c., 
as the object requires. 

These pictures or images have 
this advantage, that they inform 
the mind by one glance of what 
in reading might require a whole 
chapter ; there being no other 
difference between them, than 
thatreading represents leisurely, 
and by degrees, and a picture all 
at once. Hence he finds a con- 
venience in saying his prayers 
with some devout pictures be- 
fore him, he being no sconer dis- 
tracted, but the sight of these re- 
cals his wandering thoughts to 
the right object; and as certain- 
ly brings something good into 
his mind, as an immodest pic- 
ture disturbs his heart with filthy 
thoughts. And because he is 
sensible that these holy pictures 
and images represent and bring 
to his mind such objects as in 
his heart he loves, honors, and 
venerates, he cannot but upon 
that account love, honor, and 
respect the images themselves. 

The council of Trent likewise 
decreed, that ali bishops and pas- 
tors who have the cure of souls 
do diligently instruct their flocks 
that it is gocd and fircfitable to 
desire the intercession of saints 
reigning with. Christ in heaven. 
And this decree the Papists en- 
deavor to defend by the follow- 
ing observations. They confess 
that we have but one mediator 
of redemption ; but affirm that 
it is acceptable to God that we 
should have many mediators of 
intercession. Moses (say they) 
was such a mediator lor the Is- 
raclites ; Job for his three 
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friends ; Stephen for his perse- 
cutors. The Romans were thus 
desired by St. Paul to be his me- 
diztors ; so were the Corinthi- 
ans, so the Ephesians (Ef. ad 
Rom. Cor. Eph.) ; so almost 
every sick man desires the con- 
gregation to be his mediators, 
by remembering him in their 
prayers. And so the Papist de- 
sires the blessed in heaven to be 
his mediators ; that is, that they 
would pray to God for him.— 
But between these living and 
dead mediators there is no sim- 
ilarity : the living mediator ts 
present, and certainly hears the 
request of those who desire him 
tointercede for them ; the dead 
mediator is as certainly absent, 
and cannot possibly hear the re- 
quests of all those who at the 
same instant may be begying 
him to intercede for them, un- 
less he be possessed of the di- 
vine attribute of omnipresence ; 
and he who gives that attribute 
to any creature is unquestionably 


guilty of idolatry. And as this | 








decree is contrary to one of the | 
first principles of natural reli- 


gion, so docs it receive no coun- 
tenance from scripture, or any 


centuries. Other practices pe- 
culiar to the Papists, are, the 
religious honor and respect that 
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the vulgar tongue (sess. 25, and 
sess. 22,can. 9). YThouch the 
council of Lateran, under Inno- 
cent IIT. in 1215 (can. 9), had 
expr € ssly decreed, that. | because, 
in many parts within the same 
city and diocese, the ‘re are many 
pe ople of different manners and 
ries mixed together, but of one 
faith, the bishops of such cities 
or dioceses should provide fit 
men for celebrating divine off- 
ces, according to the diversity 
of tongues and rites, and for ad- 
ministering the sacraments. 
We shall only add, that the 
church of Rome maintains, that 
unwritten traditions ought to be 
added to the holy sore ures, in 
order to supply their defect, and 
to be regarded as of equal au- 
thority ; that the bovks of 
Apocrypha are canonical serip- 
lure 3 that the Vulgate edition 
of the Bible is to be deemed 
authentic ; and that the scrip- 
tures are to be received and in- 
terpreted according to that sense 
which the holy mother church, 
to whom it belongs to judge of 
the true sense, hath held, and 
doth hold, and according to the 


/unanimous consent of the f2- 
Christian writer of the three first | 


t 


‘ 


they pay to sacred relics; by | 


which they understand not only 
the bodies and parts of the bedies 
ofthe saints, but any of those 


things that appertained to them, | 


and which they touched ; and 
the celebration of divine service 
in an unknown tongue: to which 
purpose the council of Trent 
hath denounced an anathema on 
any one who shall say that mass 
ought to be celebrated only in 








thers. 
Such arethe principal and dis- 


' tinguishing ‘doctrines of Pope- 


ry, most of which have received 
the sanction of the council of 
‘Trent, and that of the creed of 
pope Pius IV. which is received, 
professed and sworn to by every 
one who enters into noly orders 
in the church of Rome ; and 
at the close of this creed we are 
told, that the faith contained 10 
it is so absolutely and indispen- 
sably necessary, that no mat 
can be saved without it. 
[ Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
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Preparation for 


Prefiaration for the holy Sacra- 
ment. 


N attending to this subject it 
is proposed to illustrate the 
following observation ; 

Christians should prepare 
their hearts to seek the Lord, 
before they come to the holy 
sacrament. 

It is proposed, first, to inquire 
what is implied in preparing 
their hearts to seek the Lord ; 
and then to consider why they 
should prepare their hearts to 
seek the Lord, more especially 
at the holy sacrament. 

I. We are to inquire what is 
implied in preparing the heart 
to seck the Lord. 

This duty Hezekiah enjoined 
upon the professed people of 
God, before they partook of the 
passover. And they doubtless 
understood his injunction He 
prayed that every one, who pre- 
pared his heart to seek God, 
might be pardoned and accepted 
in his religious services. “ fhe 
good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his heart to seek 
God.” ‘This was an inward pre- 
paration, and totally distinct from 
an external preparation. ‘Their 
circumstances would not admit 
of preparing themselves exter- 
nally according to the ceremo- 
nial law ; but there was no na- 
tural impediment in the way of 
preparing their bearts according 
to the moral law. Christians may 
be properly required to prepare 
their hearts to seek God at the 
time and place, when and where 
he would be sought. And in 
order to prepare their hearts to 
seek the Lord, several things 
are plainly implied. 

1, They should have a lively 
sense of their spiritual wants. 

Vou. HI. No. 31. 
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Without this they are not pre- 
pared to ask any mercy at the 
hand of God. He would have 
his children feel their need of 
his peculiar favors, and seek 
him with sincerity and fervency, 
before he hearkens to the voice 
of their supplications. He put 
the question to Solomon, what 
he would have, before he be- 
stowed upon him his great and 
singular blessings. He said, 
“ Ask, what shall I give thee.” 
Solomon went to s¢ek the Lord, 
at the place he had appointed, 
and had prepared his heart to 
seek him, and was therefore rea- 
dy to prefer his request. He 
had been meditating upon his 
peculiar state and circumstances, 
and felt his need of divine wis- 
dom and direction. Of course 
he prayed * that God would give 
him a wise and understanding 
heart.” Thus ought Christians 
to examine the state of their 
minds and all their outward cir- 
cumstances, in order to know 
their peculiar wants. Some- 
times they want quickening 
grace ; sometimes they want 
comforting grace ; sometimes 
pardoning grace ; and some- 
times they stand in peculiar 
need of guiding, directing. as- 
sisting and preventing grace.— 
At other times, they are deeply 
interested in the spiritual and 
eternal good of others, and are 
greatly concerned for the cause 
of Christ. They ought to set 
their souls in order, and fill 
iheir mouths with arguments, 
before they seek the Lord for 
divine favors. And this cannot 
be done without previous medi- 
tation upon their wants, which 
arise from the peculiar state of 
their own minds, and the cir- 





cumstances of themselves and 
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others. Thus Job prepared his 
heart to seek God when he said, 
* Othar I knew where I might 
find him ! that I mirht come 
even to his seat ! 1 would order 
miy cause before him and fill m- 
mouth with arguments.” Thus 
Nehemiah sat down and ponder- 
ed upon the state of the church 
to prepare his heart to seek 
God. David and other pious 
persons took the same method 
to prepare their hearts to seek 
God. All Livistians should 
take a close and thorough view 
of their situatiog, that they may 
have a correct) and affecting 
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broken and contrite spirit, that 
God will hearken. He wil! 
withhold his favors, until bis 
children fee) and express their 
unworthiness. “Fo affect their 
hearts with a sense of their un. 
worthiness. therefore, is one 
thing implied in preparing their 
hearis to seek God. 

$3. Thev should have a real- 
izing sense of their dependence 
as well as of their wants andun- 
worthiness. Shristians, ike 
other men, are too prone to for- 


| get their dependence upon God, 


! 


knowledge of their temperal and 


of their spiritual necessities, if 
they would scek God so as to 
find lim. and obtain the mercies 
they need. 

2. Christians should have an 
affecting sense of their unwor- 
thiness of the peculiur favors. 
which they desire to seek from 
the hand of Cod.» Merely a 
sense of their need of certain 
favors will not prepare them 
properly toseck forthem. God 
would have them realize their 
unworthiness of the favors which 
they desire him to grant. They 
should come, as Solemon said 
in his address to the throne of 
grace, sensible of the plague of 
their own hearts, and say with 


the publican, * God, be merci- | 


ful tous sinners.” They ought 
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to lcok back upon their unfaith- | 


fulness, ingratitude, coldness and 
deadness in duty ; and upon 


their abuse of the many favors | 
God has already bestowed upon | 


them. This is necessary in or- 
der to their asking for mercy ; 
for they cannot ask for mercy 
without a sense of unworthiness 
and ill-desert. Ik is only to 
those whe are humble and of a 
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ond to rely too much upon their 
own exertions. ov the exertions 
of others, to obtatn those things, 
which they desire to obtain— 
But they ought to maintaina 
sense of their own weakness, 
and of the insufficiency of all 
secondary causes to secure the 
blessings they need and desire, 
vithout the divine aid and con- 
currence. “They must become 
weak in themselves, if they 
would become strong i the 
Lord, and in the power of his 
might. “ He giveth power to 
the faint, and to them that 
have no might he increaseth 
strength.” All creatures are 


| constantly and perfectly depend- 


ent upon God. In him they 
live and move and have their 
being. Hence says the prophet, 
“ Truly in vain is salvation 
hoped for {vom the hills and 
from the mulitude of moun- 
tains : truly in the Lord our 
God is the salvation of Israel.” 
“Every good gift, and every 
perfect gift cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning.” The chil- 
dven of God must be impressed 
with this truth in order to be 
prepared to call upon God for 








1819.} 





any favor or blessing for | 
themseives cr others. Besides, | 
4. They must havea lively | 
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| joyful event, that had ever hap- 
_ pencd tothe people of God. It 
brought into view all their suf- 


sense of the divine goodness. | | ferings in Egypt, the awiul de- 


merey and compassion. God is | 


struction of the first-born of 


good unto all, and his tender I theie enemies, andihcir own 


merc ics are over all his works. 
Bui Christians are apt to lose a | 


sense of the divine goodnes 3S, 
and are ready to imagine tha 





preservation from the stroke of 
death. Indeed, it brought inte 
view the whole series of judg- 
ments and mercies, which their 


his mercy Is clean gone for ever, | nation had experienced through 
and that oe ear is heavy and | every period of their existence. 


he wt!! not hear, if they do call 
upow him for divine lavors— | 
Now he that cometh to God | 
must believe that he is, and that | 
he is a rewarder of all that! 
diligently seek him. Christians 
should cultivate a lively sense of 
God’s infinite mercy and com- 
passion, in order to call upon 
him in faith and with fervency. 
"Lbus Daniel prepared his heart 
to seek God, and expressed his 
strong confidence in his mercy. 
He says, “ O Lord, to us belong 
confusion of face, to our kings, 
to our princes, and to our fath- 
ers, because we have sinned 
aguinst thee. ‘io the Lord our 
God belong mercies and for- 
givenesses, though we have re- 
belled against him.” In all 


these various ways Christians | 


may and shovid prepare their 
hearts to seek the Lord. 

Why ought Christians to do 
this more especially before they 
come to the holy sacrament ? 

Among others, the following 
reasons may be assigned : 

1. Because the holy sacra- 
mentis an uncommonly solemn 
occasion. ‘The passover was a 
more solemn occasion than the 
weekly sabbath, or the monthiy 
festivals, or any other religious 
occasion in Israel. It was de- 
signed to commemorate the 





most solemn, interesting and | 





It was a very solemn assembly, 
when all the tribes of Isracl 
were convened together to cele- 
brate such an affecting ordinance, 
in commemoration of such an 
affecting event, as the preserva- 
tion and deliverance of a whole 
nation from impending destruc- 
tion. DButthe holy sacrament is 
a far more solemn and affecting 
occasion than the passover. It 
brings into view the most so- 
lemn event that ever took place 
in any part of the universe, end 
exhibits the most glorious and 
amiable personage in the most 
amiable and awlul light. It 
turns the thoughts and the affec- 
tions of the communicants to 
the Lord of glory, as suffering 
and dying on the cross, for the 
glory of God and the salvation 
of a guilty world. And while 
they contemplate their dying 
Saviour in this most striking and 
interesting situation, they can- 
not but look back upon the ori- 
ginal and eternal purpose of 
God the Father in thus giving 
his dearly beloved Son to suffer 
and die for his most sinful and 
guilty subjects ; and look for- 
ward to the final consummation 
of his most gracious design, 
And while they thus look, re. 
flect and anticipate, their minds 
are fiiied with gratitude, admira- 


tion and astonishment at the. 
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great and glorious plan of re- 
demption. And to increase the 
solemnity of their minds at this 
ordinance, they have reason to 
reflect and realize, that Christ 
himself is more immediately 
present with them ; for he has 
told them that where two or 
three are gathered together in 
his name, there he will be in the 
midst of them. And must we 
not suppose that the angels, who 
are sent forth to minister to the 
heirs of salvation, are present 
with them, while they are sit- 
ting eround the table of Christ 
and commemorating his dying 
love ? It ever they need the 
presence of these holy and in- 
visible spirits, they certainly do, 
while engaged in such a holy 
and heavenly transaction. And 
if ever these benevolent guar- 
diens take pleasure in attending 
the heirs of heaven. they surely 
must while beholding them de- 
voutly and joyfully engaged in 


performing the highest acts of 


homage to their divine Redeem- 
er. Since so many things con- 
spire to spread a peculiar so- 
lemnity over the Lord’s supper, 
it highly concerns Christians to 
prepare their hearts. in a pecu- 
liar manner, to meet and seek 
God on the holy and solemn oc- 
casion. 

2. Christians ought to pre- 
pare their hearts to seek God 
more especially at the table of 
Christ, because then they enjoy 
a peculiar opporiunity for the 
most intimate and mutual com- 
munion. It is one principal de- 
sign of their coming to the sac- 
rament, to hold a free and inti- 
mate communion with God and 
Christ and one another. The 
apostle demands, “ The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it 
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not the communion of the blood 
of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion 
of the body of Christ? For we 
being many are one bread and 
one body ; for we are all par. 
‘takers of that one bread.” John 
says, * That, which we have 
seen and heard, declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fel- 
lowship with us ; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
Though Christians may hold 
communion with God and Christ 
and one another in their most 
secret and retired devotions, still 
they have a more happy oppor- 
tunity for mutual communion, 
when they come together in one 
place, and behold each other at 
the table of their common Lord. 
There, if their hearts are pre- 
pared to seek the Lord, they 
may unite in addressing the Fa- 
ther of mercies and God of all 
consolation. to pour out his Spi- 
rit upon them and grant them 
the various blessings they need, 
at their united and sincere re- 
quest. And we know that the 
united requests of Christians 
have a gracious promise of be- 
ing heard. Christ says to his 
real disciples, “ If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing ye shall ask, it shall 
be done tor them of my Father, 
who isin heaven.” When He- 
zekiah called the people of God 


-logether to keep the passover, 


they enjoyed the most delightful 
communion, and their united 
prayers found a most gracious 
acceptance. The accountis ve- 
ry striking and instructive.— 
“ Hezekiah prayed, saying, The 
good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his heart to seek 
God, though he be not cleansed 
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according to the purification 
the sanctuary. And he Lord 
hearkened to Hezekiah. And 
the children of Israel. that were 
present at Jerusaiem. kept the 
feasi of unie.vened bread seven 
days with great gladness, And 
they did eat throughout the feast 
seven days, offering peace-offer- 
ings, and making confession to 
the Lord God of their fathers.” 
This was so delightful a season, 
that we ure told in the next 
words, * The whole assembly 
took counsel to keep other seven 
days : and they kept other seven 
days with gladness. And all 
the congregation of Judah, with 
the priests and levites, and all 
the congregation that came out 
of Israel, and the strangers that 
came oul of the land of Israel. 
and that dwelt in Judah rejoiced. 
Then the priests and levites a- 
rose and blessed the people : 
and their voice was heard and 
their prayers came up to his 
dwelling-place, even unto hea- 
ven.” Thus, if Christians come 
to the table of Christ, with hearts 
prepared to seek the Lord, they 
my justly expect that their sin- 
cere and united prayers and sup- 
plications will ascend to God, 
with peculiar efficacy to draw 
down divine blessings upon 
themselves and the church of 
Christ, as well as upon the world 
in general. And is not this a 
powerful reason and motive to 
prepare their hearts to seek the 
Lord, especially at the commun- 
ion table ? Furthermore, 

3. Christians should prepare 
their hearts to seek the Lord at 
the holy sacrament, because this 
sacred ordinance exhibits the 
most powerful motives to plead 
for divine favors. It exhibits 
the atonement of Christ, which 
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opens the door of hope, and lays 
the only foundation for the ex- 
ercise of divine grace towards 
any of the children of men. 
This affords the most encou- 
raging motive toask the most 
important blessings for the 
most guilty and unwortby crea- 
tures. While the communi- 
cants disclaim all worthiness 
in themselves. and freely confess 
that they are undeserving of the 
least of all God’s mercies, they 
may nevertheless plead the wor- 
thiness of Christ, who has died 
the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring them to God, and 

give them access to the throne of 
Sala grace. Hence says the 
apostle to the Hebrews, Seeing 
then we have a great high-priest, 
that is passe<l into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us 
therefore come boldly to the 
|throne of grace, that we may 
| obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” While 
Christians behold their Saviour 
clearly set forth as crucified be- 
fore their eyes, at the holy sac- 
rament, they have a most ani- 
mating and encouraging motive, 
to plead for needed favors for 
themselves and for their fellow- 
men. If they ever have a live- 
ly sense of the efficacy of the 
atonement, they must have it, 
while they are celebrating the 
memorials of Christ’s death, and 
acknowledging that all their 
hopes of everlasting happiness 
are founded upon it. And this 
must give them peculiar free- 
dom and boldness to plead for 
divine favors. Again, 

The sacrament exhibits a live- 
ly epitome of the present state 
of the whole Christian church. 
It calls together one particular 
branch ofit which branch shows 











ee 








ee ee me 





ne 





414 Tie Christian Parent’s cesires for his Children. (Noy. 


the smallness, weakness and im- 
perfection of the whole. Though 
ene church may be larger, 
stronger and more firee from 
moral imperfection than anoth- 
er; yetitis a livcly image of 
all the other churches,and shows 
that they are small and weak in 
comparison with the worldof the 
ungodly, and far from that ho- 
liness, harmony and fidelity, 
which ought to adorn the pro- 
fessed friends and followers of 
Christ, who are designed and 
united to display the beauty and 
elory of true religion. Mus 
not the eycs of the communi- 
cants affect their hearts, when 
they see at the table of Christ, 
what a little flock he has in the 
werld ; how the ways ef Zion 
mourn because so few come to 
her solemn feast, and how few 
of that small number really 
shine as lights in the world, and 
are fervently and faithfully en- 
gaged to promote the kingdom 
of God ! And must not this be 
a powerful motive to seek the 
Lord, to come and plead his 
own cause ? 

Vinally, the sacrament is de- 
signed and calculated to display 
the astonishing grace of God in 
the gift of his Son to save sin- 
ners. And this the apostle in- 
timates is a powerful motive to 
hope and ask for ail other bles- 
sings. “He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all; how shall he not 
with him also freely give us 
all things ?”) While Christians 
are celebrating this astonishing 
grace of God, can they be slow 
of heart to believe that God will 
give them cvery other favor 
they may reasonably ask ? There 
is, therefore, every reason to in- 
duce Christians to prepare their 





hearts to seck the Lord at the 
able of Christ. 
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Jor his Children, 


BRAH AM has ever been 

accounted one of the most 
cmincntsaints. His example was 
highly excellent and illusirious, 
In his conduct towards iis fim. 
ily he gave decisive evidence of 
his superior piety. God said of 
Abraham, * For I know him, 
that he will command his chil- 
dren and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord to co justice 
and judgment.” The piciy of 
Abraham is very evident from 
his ardent desires for the spirit- 
ual welfare of Ishmael. When 
Abraham was ninety years old, 
God renewed his covenant with 
him. God then declared that 
he would make Abraham ex- 
ceccingly fruitful ; that he 
would make nations of him, and 
that kings should come out of 
him. He promised him a son 
of Sarah, and declared that she 
should be a mother of nations, 
and that kings of people should 
be of her. These declarations 
end promises gave Abraham 
great delight. But though he 
was greatly pleased with what 
God promised concerning hts 
descendants by Sarah, he was hot 
unconcerned for Ishmacl, the 
son of the bond-woman. Io the 
height of his joy he offered to 
God this fervent request. “ O 
that Ishmael might live before 
thee!” Living before God im- 
plies an holy and obedient life, 
and an interest in the special fa- 
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vor of heaven. It implies truce 
religion with all its  benefiis. 
That Ishmecl might be truly 
Telisious was the chief desire 
of Abraham concerning him. 
Evei:y Christian parent posses- 
Ses, essentially, the same char- 
acter which Abraham possessed 
and = manifested towards his 
children. Every Christian p.- 
ren’, then, greatly desires tha: 
his children be truly religious. 
For such desires there are the 
most Important and decisive rea- 
Sots. 

1.. Christian parents realize 
that true religion is perfectly 
right. The law, by which ra- 
tions! creatures are bound to 
act, is holy, just and good. 
This law requires that they 
should always feel and act per- 
fectly right towards their Crea- 
tor end towards their fellowcrea- 
tures. The true love, which 
the law requires, is the essence 
of evangelical obedience. God 
enjoins upon his creatures noth- 
ing but what is right, and for- 
bids nothing but what is wrong. 
True religion consistsin a com- 
pliance with the divine re- 
guirements. Every Christian 
realizes that these requirements 
are perfectly right. As much 
as Christian parents love what 
is right and hate what is wrong, 
so much they desire that their 
children may be truly reli- 
rious. ° 

2. Christian parents know 
that unless their children be 
re'igious. they are in great dan- 
ger of becoming openly vicious 
As they know the plague of 
their own hearts, they know 
what is in the hearts of chil- 
dren. They realize that all 
mankind are by nature sinners. 


They “ are estranged from the | 
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womb ; they go astray as soon 
as they be born. Foolishness 
is bound up in the heart of a 
child.” Children are ever sur- 
rounded with such temptations, 
as are suited to manifest in 
their external conduct the native 
and total depravity of their 
hearts. There is great reasou 
to expect that such persons, as 
do not possess an holy fear and 
love of God, will not end their 
days without becoming openly 
vicious. They are in great dan- 
ger of being profane in their 
conversation. of being attached 
'o foolish and pernicious amuse- 
ments, of being dishonest and 
intemperate. They are in great 
danger of profaning the Lord’s 
Day, of disbelieving the holy 
scriptures, and of despising and 
ridiculing the ordinances of the 
gospel. Surrounded by subtle 
and powerful temptations, ex- 
posed to the enticements of evil 
companions and with hearts 
fully set in them to do evil, ma- 
ny become, in early life, bold 
and hardened in the ways of 
folly and death. Christian pa- 
rents, who realize the sinful 
character and dangerous con-. 
dition of their children, are ve- 
ry fearful lest they become dar- 
ing and hardened transgressors. 
They will then ardently desire 
that their children be created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. 
For if they be not renewed in 
the temper of their minds, there 
is great reason to fear they will 
become openly profane and im- 
moral. 

S. Unless children be reli- 
gious they cannot enjoy true 
happiness in the present life —. 
Though we are apt, when 
young, to expect many enjoy- 
ments from the world, our ex. 
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pectations will not be answered. | 
This earth is truly called a dark 
vale of tears. From the cradle 
to the grave disappointment and 
sorrow attend the children of 
men. Our misery is the fruit 
of our sin. And none can be 
happy unless they cease to do 
evil and learn to do well. Whiat- 
ever happiness may be enjoyed 
without the pleasures of reli- 
gion is of a very inferior and 
unsatisfying nature. King Sol- 
emon possessed whatever he 
desired. He says, * Wohatso- 
ever mine eyes desired. I kept 
not from them ; I withheld not 
my heart from any joy.” And | 
what was the amount of his 
worldly joys? ‘ Vanity of vani-— 
ties, vanity of vanitics, all is 
vanity.” He says, “ Then Il 
looked on all the works my 
hands had wrought, and on all 
the labors that 1 had laboured to | 
do: and behold, all was vanity 
and vex«tion of spirit.” In their 
highest joys the wicked are dis- 
Satisfied, and in their sorrows 
they have no comfort, nor sup- 
port. They “ are like the trou- 
bled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace. saith 
my God, to the wicked.” Now 
will not Christian parents desire 
for their children a betier por- 
tion in this life than vanity and 
vexation of spirit ? Irrelizious 
parents undergo great cares and 
Jabors to obtain for their chil- 
dren earthly possessions and en- 
joyments. Christian parents 
see through the delusions of the 
world. They realize that the 
richest treasures which the earth 
can afford are a poor inheritance. 
They desire that God may be 
the friend and portion of their | 
children. They know that there | 











they will bave a permanent foun- 
dation of happiness amid ‘he 
changes and sorrows of the pre- 
sent lite. Then ‘hey will hive 
a refuge and strength and a very 
present help in trouble. Pa- 
rents, who consider the value of 
religion. merely in this life, ear- 
nestly desire that their cnidren 
be religious. Without relizion 
they can have no true relief un- 
der earthly afflictions, nor can 
they find any permanent happi- 
ness. 

4. Unless children be reli- 
gious they are not truly be-u- 


ufui and amiable. An holy dis- 


position and holy conduct are 
ihe most pleasing and durable 
ornamenis. They, who judge, 
not according to appearances, 
but according to the truth, see 


Ro beauty. which can be come 


pared to moral excellence — 
And sin, in their view, is most 
deformed and hateful. Tne ho- 
ly scriptures represent sinuers 
as vile, loathsome, polluted and 
abominable. They, who discern 
the hatefulness of sin and the 
beauty of holiness. abhor them- 
selves. In their own sight 
they are as an unclean thing 
and all their righteousnesses as 
filthy rags. Sinful creatures 
are hateful. But holy beings 
are beautiful. The beauties of 
holiness are supremely excel- 
lent and amiable. Concerning 
the adorning of women the apos- 
tle says, “ whose adorning, let 
it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair and of wear- 
ing of gold, or of putting on oj 
apparel; but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the or- 
nament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price.” Then, 
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who are adorned with the gra- 
ces of the Holy Spirit are highly 
beautiful and amiable, even in 
the sightof God. They are ob- 
jects of his complacency. But 
the unholy, in the sight of God, 
are exceedingly hateful. Their 


hearts are full of evil affections, | 


and none of their actions are 
such as God requires and ap- 
proves. All who possess spirit- | 
ual discernment perceive that | 





the wicked are deformed as well 
as guilty, and that the righteous | 
are amiable as well as innocent. | 
Now every parent desires that | 
his children may be beautiful | 
and amiable. Some narents are | 
at great care and expense for 
the sake of giving their children 
such accomplishments as are 
merely external, and continue 
for a very short time. How 
greatly, then, must Christian 
parents desire that their children 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white, which is the right- 
eousness of the saints. Unless 
they be so arrayed they are spi- 
ritually deformed and very hate- 
ful. 

5. If children be not religious, 
they will do much evil in the 
world. ‘One sinner destroyeth 
much good.” Mankind are in- 
timately connected. What one 
does greatly affects others. It 
is impossible to calculate the 
consequences of our conduct. 
They extend from our nearest 
connections to others ; and from 
these to such persons as are still 
more remote. They extend 
from one generation to another. 
Every one of mankind will for 
ever deeply feel the consequen- 
ces of a single volition of Adam. 
And there is reason to believe 
that every action of every per- 








son, in its effects, will reach the 
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whole human gace, and every 
intelligent being in the universe. 
The wick<dness of a single per- 
son is often the means of contin- 
uing and increasing the wicked- 
ness of others, and of ruining 
multitudes for time and eternity. 
The principles and practices o: 
a profane, cr drunken, or sab- 
bath-breaking, or worldly mind- 
ed parent may lead thousands of 
his descendants, in successive 
generations, into the ways of sin 
and folly, and plunge their souls 
in endiess perdition. The ex- 
ample of a head of a family, 
in which the worship of God is 
not maintained, has a rreat and 
lasting influence upon his house- 
hold and upon all bis acquaint- 
ance. To show the mischiefs of 
an unbridled tongue, James says, 
“ Behold, how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth !” If the con- 
sequences of evil-speaking be 
justly compared to the great 
effects of a little fire ; how im- 
mensely great must be the evil 
effects of a whole life, which is 
spent in wickedness? None can 
calculate, or conccive the evil 
which one sinner does, and the 
good he prevents or destroys.— 
The iniquity of one, who spends 
an whole life in hating and op- 
posing God, ascends to the hea- 
vens. It grieves his Creator, 
and pierces the hearts of his fel- 
low-creatures with many sor- 
rows. What parent can feel 
indifferent as to the evil his chil- 
dren will do, if they be not reli- 
gious ? What Christian parent 
can think of having a child, who 
shall add to the sin and misery 
of this sinful and miserable 
world, without the keenest grief? 
Yet everyChristian parent knows 
that unless his children be reli- 
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gious, they will sony increase | reason to induce parents to de- 


the sin and misefy of mankind. 

6. Christian parents reatize 
that their children will be great 
blessings in the world, if they be 
religious. The instructions and 
examples of Christians are high- 
ly beneficial. Chiist said to his 
disciples, * Ye are the light of 
the world.” Were there no 
Christians, the earth would be 
involved in the darkness of hea- 
thenism. But every Christian 


and spreading Christian princi- 
ples and Christian practices.— 
Christ also said to his disciples. 
““ Yeare the salt of the earth.” 
For the sake of Christians, God 
often preserves the ungodly 
from immediate destruction, and 
bestows upon them many favors. 
God would have preserved So- 
dom andGomorrah and the cities 
of the plain, if there had been 
in those cities ten righteous per- 
sons. For the sake of a small 
number of his people there is 
reason to believe that God has 
ofien preserved large cities, and 
even whole nations from distres- 
sing calamities. When Christ 
foretold the evil days, that were 
coming upon Jerusalem, he said, 
“Except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh 
he saved; but for the elect’s 
sake those days shail be shor- 
tened.” Christians not only 
save the wicked from the judg- 
ments of God, but they do great- 
ly prevent the ynoral corruption 
of mankind. For this reason 
they are called, with great pro- 
priety, the salt of the earth 
And their being so called makes 
it evident that they are very use- 
ful and great blessings in the 
world. To have children such 
blessings, affords a powerful 
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sire that they be religious, 

7. If children be not religions, 
they will be for ever miserable. 
According to the law, * the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.” For 
it is written, © Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the 
law todothem.” Yet there is 
a way to escape the curse of the 
law. Forthe Lord Jesus Christ, 
by his death on the cross, has 
made an atonement for the sin 
of the world, And he that be. 
lieveth in him shail not perish, 
but have everlasting life. But 
“ he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” All 
men, by nature, are sinners, 
They are shapen in iniquity, 
and conceived in sin. Unless 
they be converted and «anctified, 
they must perish. When taken 
from this world by death, they 
will be confined in the prison of 
endless despair and torment.— 
Being vessels of wrath, fitted 
to destruction, God will show 
his wrath and make his power 
known in their future punish- 
ment. They will be for ever 
sinking in the bottomless pit, 
under the weight of the holy 
indignation of the Almighty.— 
Parents will sce the very chil- 
dren, on whom they have often 
looked with great dclight, whose 
steps they have watched with 
concern, whose sorrows they 
have shared, and in whose joys 
they have rejoiced, unless they 
become religious, placed at the 
last day, on the left hand of the 
Judge, and made to depart into 
everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. Parents 
who cannot now sec their chil- 
dren suffer a moment’s pain 
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without anxiety, will then see 
their ungodty children sentenced 
to endless shame and torment. 


According to the testimony of 


the Lord Jesus Carist, they shall 
then be confined for ever in hell, 
where shall be weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of tecth. 
I[ave not parents, then, good 
reasons earnestly to desire that 
their children be religious ? 

8. If children be religious, 
they will be for ever happy in 
heaven. Eternal happiness is 
the portion of the righteous. 
The happiness of he-ven has 
not the least alloy of misery. 
The righteous will be in no un- 
certainty as to the continuance 
of their happiness. They will 
be assured of enjoving for ever 
as great happin«<s as their ca- 
pacities willadn.i:. And as their 
capacities will be enlarging their 
happiness will increase through 
eternity. They will enjoy the 
most honorable and delightful 
society, and be engaged in the 
most excellent employments. 
They will be seated with Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. They will 
be where Christ is to behold his 
glory. They will be heirs of | 
God and joint heirs with Christ 


in the inheritance that is incor- | 


ruptible, undefiled and that fa- 
deth not away, reserved in 
Heaven. They will be kings 
and priests unto God. They 
will dwell in the presence of 
God where is fulness of jey, and 
at his right hand, where arc 
pleasures forevermore. The 
time will come, when the little 
infant, if it should be a Chris- 
tian, will have enjoyed morc 
happiness than has yet been en- 
joyed on the earth since the 
world began ; and even more 
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than has yet been enjoyed by all 
created beings during their 
whole existence. What mere 
vanities do the greatest posses- 
sions and the highest enjoy- 
mentsof this world appear,when 
compared with the eternal hap- 
piness of the righteous! Yet 
parents suffer much anxiety and 
endure much labor to procure 
for their children the trifles of 
time. They are pleased with 
the prospect of giving their 
children a good settlement for 
this short and uncertain life.— 
How pleasing then must it be to 
the Christian parent to know 
that his children have treasures 
in heaven ! that they are enti- 
tled to an unfading portion, and 
that they will soon be admitted 
into everlasting habitations ! If 
irreligious parents labor that 
their children may possess the 
vanities of time, Christian pa- 
rents will ardently desire that 
their children may possess an 
eternal inheritance in heaven. 
9. If children be not religious 
they will sin against God for 
ever. By nature mankind are 
the enemies of God. And all, 
who die impenitent, remain of 
the same character for ever.— 
| They who are concerned for the 
glory of God, desire that his 
rational creatures be obedient 
and submissive to his holy and 
sovereign will. They are grie- 
ved for the dishonor sinners do 
to their Creator. They are 
grieved for their contempt of 
his holy majesty and righteous 
government. The Psalmist 
says, “ T beheld the transgres- 
sors and was grieved. Rivers 
of waters run down mine eyes, 
because they keep not thy law.” 
The friends of God are grieved 
for the iniquities of their fellow 
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by the filthy conversation of the 
wicked. ‘They who love God, 
are distressed, when he is dis- 
obeyed and cishonored, ‘They 
who love their fellow creatures, 
are distressed, when they sce 
them living in sid, and destroy- 
ing their immortal souls. Yet 
the finally impenitent will for 
ever continuetosin. They will 
for ever disobey and dishonor 
God. They will be united with 
Satan and the host of reprobate 
spirits in everlasting comity 
against that holy Being, whom 
Christians supremely love. 
What parent can endure the 
thought of having his children 
m a state of enmity against God 
and Jesus Christ, even during 
this short life ? What Christian 
parent can endure the thought 
of having a child united with 
Satan and the enemies of God 
in the eternal blasphemics of 
his holy name ? Yet the chil- 
cren of Christian parents, unless 
they become religious, will for 
ever hate and blaspheme the 
holy and dreadful name of God. 
This consideration must reach 
the heart of every parent, who 
is not greatly hardened in sin, 
and cause him earnestly to de- 
sire that his children be reli- 
gious. 

10. If children be religious 
they will for ever glorify the 
name of God. God has created, 
and he preserves and governs all 
things for the manifestation of 
his glorious character. All ho- 
ly beings realize that the glory 
of God is an object of the great- 
est importance, and they are 
actively engaged in giving unto 
him the praise and the glory, 
which are due to his holy name. 
Christians offer as their first re- 
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creatures. Just Lot was vexed | quest, a desire that the name of 


God may be glorified. They 
realize that whether they eat or 
drink, or whatever they do, they 
ought to do every thing to the 
glory of God. They greatly 
desire to have the kingdom of 
God established throughout the 
earth, and to see their fellow 
creatures obedient to his will. 
When Christian parents turn 
their attention to their children, 
they desire that they may do 
what is pleasing to Goc. They 
desire that they may follow the 
example of the Saviour. They 
desire that their children may 
be employed as the holy angels, 
and the spirits of the just made 
perfect, and all the excellent of 
the earth are employed. Al! 
holy beings are engaged in pro- 
moting the glory of God, which 
is the greatest and best of all 
objects. Now if children be re- 
ligious, they will glorify God in 
this life, and when they die 
they will go to heaven to spend 
eternity in praising and glorify- 
ing their God and Redeemer. 
Every parent wishes to see 
his children, in this life, enga- 
ged in some honorable and 
praise-worthy employment.-—— 
And ought they not much more 
to desire that they be so employ- 
ed through eternity ? If they be 
religious, they will be of the 
most excellent character, and be 
for ever employed in the most 
pleasing manner. In view of the 
preceding observations, Chris- 
tian parents wiil ever say unto 
God, “ O that our children may 
live before thee !” 


{To be continued.) 
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The Christian Soliloquist. 
No. Il. 
Faith. 


OW often have I read what 

is said of faith in the holy 
scriptures ; how often have i 
heard ministers speak on this 
subject with a delightful ear- 
nestness and a solemn persua- 
sion ; often too have I endeavor- 
ed to determine why the Lord 
Jesus Christ should authorise 
his ministers to proclaim thro’ 
the world and to every creature, 
“* He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; and he 
that believeth not shall be dam- 
ned ;” and yet I could never 
form any idea of faith. Nor 
could I conceive the sin and 
guilt of unbelief. Lately when 
my eyes were opened to sce 
my exceeding wickedness and 
ill-desert, the beauty and glory 
of the law, and of the justice of 
God in condemning and punish- 
ing sinners ; when I saw my- 
self condemned to suffer the 
endless torments of hell, and 
could not say a word, or raise a 
thought against the fearful exe- 
cution of the divine, the glo- 
rious sentence ; I could not con- 
ceive how it was possible for 
God to forgive and save me, 
though I hoped and believed he 
would save others, who were 
less sinful, guilty and hateful. 
It seemed improper, it seemed 
unreasonable that I should be 
saved from a punishment so 
deeply deserved and so justly 
inflicted by that great and holy 
Being, whose name is love 
and who is good and lovely in 
taking vengeance upon his ene- 
mies. I did not see how I 
could ask forgiveness ; yet I 
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could not be unhappy in view of 
the beauty and glory of divine 
justice, which would for ever 
shine so bright and lovely in my 
damnation. But “ if the minis- 
tration of condemnation be glo- 
ry, much more doth the minis- 
tration of righteousness exceed 
in glory !” Can I ever forget 
the moment, when I first beheld 
“the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world?” 
“God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in my heart to give the 
lirht of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Je- 
sus Christ.” O the love, the 
beauty, the glory of Emmanuel! 
He is full of grace and truth.— 
Jehovah-Jesus ! God manifest 
in the flesh ! Emmanuel, expi- 
ring on the cross to save his 
enemies from the deserved dam- 
nation of hell! “ God forbid that 
I should glory, save in the cross 
of Jesus Christ my Lord, by 
whom I am crucified unto thé 
world and the world unto me. 
Yea, doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all 
things and do count them but 
dung that I may win Christ !” 
Why is the God of glory des- 
pised and rejected of men ?— 
Why does not every sinner be- 
lieve on his name? Ye minis- 
ters of Jesus Christ, why do ye 
not for ever proclaim, with sighs 
and tears for dying, perishing 
sinners, the dying love of Jesus? 
Why do ye not plead the blood 
of the Son of God, by day and 
by night, with poor sinners, that 
they may live, that they may 
love and serve and praise Him, 
whois chief among ten thousand 
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and altogether lovely ? Why do 
ye not denounce, in the name of 
God, swilt and endless wrath 
upon every soul that rejects his 
Son? O ye Infidels, ye enemies 
of the cross! surely ye must 
belicve 5 ye must come to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Ye cannot 
withhold your hearts from him, 
who has given his life, who has 
shed his blood for you. He of- 
fers you a free pardon of your 
sins. He offers you the universe, 
if you will only receive it at his 
hands. Why will ve not be- 
lieve him ? Why wili ye not be 
blessed and glorious for ever? 
Why wiil ye piunge your souls 
into the endless shame and tor- 
ments of hell? Why will ye 
despise the joys and glories of 
heaven ? Turn ye, turn ye, for 
why will ye die? How can we 
escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation ! 

Are there any, who have not 
heard of these glad tidings of 
great joy ? O the perishing 
heathen ! Alas, there are miil- 
ions who never heard the Savy- 
jour’s name ; and are sitting in 
total darkness ! Can nothing be 
done for their salvation? Al- 
mighty and ever gracious Sav- 
iour, give me an heart to rely 
upon thee, and in thy name and 
in thy strength, send me thro’ 
the earth that I may preach the 
gospel unto every creature.— 
Give the Holy Spirit to thy min- 
isters and tothy people. Let 
their hearts be moved as the 
heart of one man to spread the 
gospel through the world. En- 
gage and employ my whole 
heart and soul and mind and 
strength in thy service for ever. 
Ah, should 1 turn from thee, 
and reject thy love, and forsake 
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—Let me rather die for thy 
suke ! Thou art all in all. To 
what object in heaven, or on 
earth can I turn from thee? By 
the bicod of the everlasting coy. 
enant I intreat thee to keep me 
by thy mighty power through 
faith unto salvation. 














Religious Intelligence. 


FOREIGN. 


Sixth Report of the British and 
foreign Bible Society. 


(Concluded from p. 400.) 


YOUR committee will next 
advert to the second head of ar- 
rangement, the Auxiliary Bible 
Societies which have been esta- 
blished since the last general 
meeting. 

To expatiate on the advanta- 
ges derived from these associa- 
tions would be superfluous : it 
may, however, be briefly re- 
marked, that whilst they exhibit 
amost decisive approbation of 
the principle on which the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety was formed, they afford the 
most efficacious means, by local 
and combined exertions, of pro- 
moting the great object of its 
iInstitation. 

The rules and regulations un- 
der which the Auxiliary Bible 
Societies have been constituted, 
will appear in the appendix to 
your committee’s report. It will 
be only necessary to state, that 
the principal aim of all is the 
same as that of the parent Insti- 
tution ; and that their design 15 
to promote the circulation of the 


thy service, and deny thy name | holy Scriptures, either by direct 
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contributions to the funds of the | 


British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, or by the local application 
of such portion of their means 
as circumstances may require, 
for the furtherance of this im- 
portant object. The following 
is the enumeration of those 
Auxiliary Societies which have 
been added in the course of the 
last year to the associations and 
societies in London, Glasgow, 
Birmingham, Greenock, Read- 


. , . . | 
ingy and Nottingham, of which 


accounts have been given in 
former reports. 

1. * The Bible Society of 
Newcastle upon ‘Tyne and its vi- 
cinity,” under the patronage of 
the Lord Bishop of Durham. 

2. % The Penryn and Fal- 
mouth Society.” 

3. “ ‘Lhe Leeds Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society.” This institution 
was established at Leeds on the 
day of the national Jubilee, with 
the double object of supplying 
the poor with bibles and Testa- 
ments, and of aiding the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

4. % The Manchester and 
Salford Auxiliary Bible Socie- 
ty.” President, the Rev. Dr. 
Blackburne, Warden of Man- 
chester. The comprehensive 
scale on which this Society has 
been formed, and zealous co-op- 
eration in which the several 
members of it have united to 
carry into effect the object of its 
establishment, give it peculiar 
claims on the respect and grat- 
itude of the Parent institution. 

5. * The Devon and Exeter 
Bible Society.” President Sir 
Thomas Dyke Acland, Bart. 

6. * The Leicester Auxiliary 
Bible Society. President, ‘T. 
Dabington, Esq. 
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ciety at Kendal and its vicinity.” 
President, the Rev. M. Murfitt, 
Vicar of Kendal, 

8. “ The Bible Society at 
Sheffield and its vicinity.” Pre- 
sident, the Right Hon. Earl 
Fitzwilliam. 

9. * The Bible Society at 
Hull.” 

10. * The Bristol Auxiliary 
Bible Society,” instituted under 
the patronage of the Right Rev. 
the Lord Bishop of Bristol. 

To promote the formation of 
this society, his Lordship was 
pleased to address a circular let- 
ter to the Rev. the clergy of his 
Diocese, stating, ‘his hearty 
approbation of the measure, and 
that it would afford him the 
greatest pleasure to see it curri- 
ed into execution.” 

The zeal and alacrity exhibit- 
ed by Christians of all denomi- 
nations, to second his Lord- 
ship’s recommendation ; the 
number and respectability of the 
members of this new institu- 
tion ; the magnitude of their 
contributions and annual sub- 
scriptions, prove the deep inter- 
est excited at Bristol for the suc- 
cess of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, in disseminating 
the holy Scriptures. 

Your committee have the 
pleasure to add, that the Lord 
Bishop of Bristol is the Presi- 
dent of it, and that his Lord- 
ship has also honored the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, 
by consenting to be one of its 
Vice Presidents. 

While your committee par- 
ticularize, with such peculiar 
marks of commendation, the 
societies which have been form- 
ed at Bristol and at Manches- 
ter, they desire to be under- 
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unfeigned respect and gratitude 
for those exertions which have 
been made by the other Auxil- 
iary Societies, and which pro- 
mise to aid, in so material a de- 
gree, both the funds and the 
operations of the Parent Insti- 
tution. 

Nor have the friends of reli- 
gion in Scotland been inactive in 
promoting associations for the 
furtherance of the same object. 
In that part of the united king- 
dom, three new Bible Societies 
have been formed :—1. “ The 
Edinburgh Bible Society ;” 
2. The “ East Lothian Bible 
Society ;” and, 5. “ The Scot- 
tish Bible Society,” by the Mi- 
nisters of the Presbytery of Ed- 
inburgh. From the co-opera- 
tion of the former in undertak- 
ing to supply the military with 
bibles, and charging itself with 
the distribution of the Gaelic 
bibles in the Highlands, on the 
behalf of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, your commitice 
hope to receive the most useful 
assistance. 

In Ireland, the Hibernian 
Bible Society, which has been 
already mentioned in the for- 
mer reports of your Committee, 
under the most respectable pat- 
ronage of his Grace the Lord 
Primate, and other distinguished 
personages, has directed its at- 
tention to the introduction of the 
Institution into different parts 
of the country, by the establish- 
ment of Branch Societies, and 
several have been accordingly 
formed. In Dungannon, under 
the patronage of Lord Viscount 
Northland ; in Armagh, under 
his Grace the Lord Primate ; in 
New Ross, and in other places. 
From these Branch Societies of 
the Hibernian Bible Socicty, we 





same co-operation may be ex. 
pected as from the Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Societies established in Eng. 
land. 

To assist the efforts of the 
Hebernian Bible Society in the 
distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, your committee have vo- 
ted to ita grant of 5002. and it 
is with the greatest satisfaction 
they also report, that a donation 
of 200. has been made to the 
same Institution, by the Edin- 
burgh Bible Society. ‘The grant 
from this Society, has been ac- 
knowledged in the Report of the 
Hibernian Bible Society, accom- 
panied with the gratifying state- 
ment, that the issue of Bibles 
and Testaments from their In- 
stitution during the last twelve 
months, has neirly doubled that 
of the former years, amounting 
to 9034 Bibles and Testaments. 

Your Committee having been 
informed, that the Bible Com- 
mittce, of the Synod of Ulster, 
were making great extertions in 
disseminating the Holy Scrip- 
tures in Ireland, presented that 
with a donation of 100/. to assist 
its charitable efforts; and they 
have had the satisfaction of learn- 
ing, that the Society alluded to 
has raised very large contribu- 
tions within the bounds of the 
Synod, for the distribution of Bi- 
bles and Testaments to the poor 
of the respective congregations. 

It is a matter of real satisfac- 
tion to observe, that the assist- 
ance so liberally granted to Ire- 
land, has stimulated the friends 
of religion in that country toa 
degree of zeal and activity, from 
which, under the Divine bles- 
sing, the best consequences may 
be expected. ; 

Under the general head of dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures, on 
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which your committee have now 
to report, they mean to include 
not only donations, but supplies 
of the scriptures furnished by 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society to other associations and 
individuals, at the cost, or re- 
duced prices. 

The total of such donations 
and supplies has been very con- 
siderable during the last year, 
both at home and abroad. Co- 
pies of the Scriptures, either in 
whole or in part, and in various 
languages have been sent— 
Asproap—to Southern Africa, 
for the benefit of the converted 
Hottentots——To Parmaribo in 
Surinam.—To the West Indies, 
for the use of the Christian Ne- 
groes.—To the Islands of Sark, 
Jersey, Madeira, Dominica, Ber- 
muda, Jamaica, Guadulope,Mar- 
tinique, and Trinidad—To St. 
Domingo.—-To the Cape of Good 
Hope.—To Quebeck—To De- 
marara ; and to different stations 
in India. 

At Home—The Naval and 
Military Bible Society has been 
furnished with large supplies of 
English Bibles at the cost pri- 
ces: the same advantage has 
been afforded to the society for 
the support and encouragement 
of Sunday Schools, which has 
also been supplied with a con- 
siderable quantity of the Welsh 
scriptures : the Missionary So- 
ciety has received some copies 
of the gospel of St. Matthew in 
Hebrew and Greek : the Philan- 
thropic Society has been accom- 
modated with the Scriptures at 
reduced prices : copies have 
been furnished gratis to the Lon- 
don Female Penitentiary, to the 
Refuge for the Destitute, and to 
the Female Penitentiary at Bath. 
A very considerable number of 
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Bibles and Testaments has been 
sent to Ireland, to be disposed of 
at half the cost prices, for the 
accommodation of schools in va- 
rious parts of that country ; and 
a supply to the same extent has 
been committed to an associa- 
tion at Cork, under the designa- 
tion of the Indigent Room Keep- 
ers’ Society, for sale or gratuit- 
ous distribution. The last men- 
tioned association is most bene- 
volently and extensively occu- 
pied in visiting the poor, parti- 
cularly those of the Roman Ca- 
tholic persuasion. 

To specify particular instan- 
ces, in which individuals have 
been supplied with the Scrip- 
tures for sale or gratuitous dis- 
tribution, would occupy too 
large a portion of this report. 
The trustees of some charitable 
funds for the distribution of the 
scriptures to the poor have been 
permitted to purchase them of 
the Society at the cost prices, by 
which they have been enabled 
to extend the benefits of their 
respective trusts considerably 
farther than they could other- 
wise have done. The poor in 
several work-houses have been 
supplied under the direction of a 
committee appointed for that 
purpose. In short, the most 
unremitted attention has been 
paid to the accommodation of 
prisoners of war, to that of sol- 
diers and seamen, and to all such 
wants of the poorer classes of 
all countries and descriptions 
within the united kingdom, as 
were stated to require the bene- 
volent assistance of the Bible 
Society. With a view to the 
particular supply of soldiers and 
seamen, the committee are en- 
age in making arrangements 
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all the military and naval depots, 
for the sale of Bibles and Tes- 
taments at reduced prices. Of 
the extent to which the scrip- 
tures have been thus disposed 
of, or gratuitously bestowed, the 
Society will be enabled to judge, 
from the following fact, viz— 
That from the period when the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety was enabled to furnish sup- 
plies of the scriptures, no less 
than 5,377 Bibles and ‘esta- 
ments have been distributed by 
One correspondent only of your 
committee, principally to the 
army and navy ; witha zeal and 
discrimination which are enti- 
tled to the highest commenda- 
tion, and which have received 
the most cordial thanks of your 
committee. 

But it will be gratifying to the 
British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty to know also, that its benevo- 
lence hasbeen accepted with the 
same cordiality with which it 
has been granted. 

' Of 500 Testaments sent to 
Martinique for sale or gratuit- 
ous distribution, amongst the 
negroes and other poor people, 
450 were eagerly and rapidly 
purchased ; and the remainder 
reserved for donations. The 
French and Spanish prisoners of 
war have expressed their grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the be- 
nevolence of the Society ; and 
your committee have informa- 
tion on which they rely, that 
the Danish prisoners, to whom 
791 New Testaments were pre- 
sented, were daily employed in 
reading them ; and that large 
companies in different parts of 
the ship were soon thus enga- 
ged. From the correspondence 
of your committee, many other 
accounts might be extracted, 








equally gratifying tothe feelings 
of the Society. 

Your committee have lastly 
to notice the addition made to 
the funds of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, by dona- 
lions, bequests, and congrega- 
tional collections durimg the last 
twelve months. 

From the Auxiliary Bible So- 
cieties the following donations 
have been received : 

Bible Society of Nottingham 
and its vicinity, 223/. of which 
one half is a donation, and the 
other for the purchase of Bibles 
and Testaments. 

Bible Society of Newcastle 
upon Tyne, 2352. subject to a 
similar appropriation. 

Exeter and Devon Bible So- 
ciety, 100/. subject to a similar 
appropriation. 

Leicester Bible Society, a do- 
nation of 300/. 

Kendal Bible Society, a dona- 
tion of 326/. stated tobe the first 
donation from that society. 

Edinburgh Bible Society, 2 
donation of 8001. 

Bristol Bible Socicty, 27001. 

Sheffield Bible Society, 425/. 
of which 100/. is for the pur- 
chase of books. 

Greenock and Port Glasgow 
Bible Society, a donation of 631. 
The liberality of this society 
has been noticed in former re- 
ports. 

Hull Bible Society, a donation 
of 168/. 

Manchester and Salsford Aux- 
iliary Bible Society, 1200/. re- 
serving an additional 600/. for 
the purchase of Bibles and Tes- 
taments. 

These several donations, have 
been thankfully acknowledged 
by your committee. 

The zcal and liberality of the 
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Reverend the Presbyteries of 
Glasgow and Ayr, both collec- 

tively and separately, have been 

often and thankfully acknow- 

ledged. The Society will recol- 

lect a notification in the com- 
miitee’s last report, that the 

Reverend the Presbytery of 
Glasgow had unanimously ap- 

pointed an annual collection to; 
be made at the churches and 

chapels within their bounds : 

this resolution had no precedent. 

Your committee have now the 

grateful duty to perform of re- 
porting the effects of it, by sta- 

ting that 2181/. has been remit- | 
ted to them by William Muir, | 
Esq. the treasurer, from the 
presbytery of Glasgow, and 
from various other presbyteries 
in the west'of Scotland, since the 
close of the accounts of the Bi- 
le Society in 1809. In addi- 
tion to this, the Reverend the 
Presbytery of Glasgow have 
commenced a second collection, 
the amount of which is consid- 
erable, although the collection 
is not yet completed. 

To the Reverend the Presby- 
tery of Inverness, the Society is 
indebted for a donation of 17 8/. 
being the amount of a collection 
made in the several parishes 
belonging toit. The letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Fraser accompa- 
nying the donation, expresses 
the grateful thanks of the pres- 
bytery of Inverness to the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, 
for a liberal and seasonable sup- 
ply of the Gaelic scriptures at 
a cheap rate. 

The funds of the Society have 
also been augmented by vari- 
ous congregational collections, 
both in England and Scotland, 
for all which the thanks of your 
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The particular sums will be sta- 
ted in the list of subscribers and 
donations, but it may be satis- 
factory to mention the places 
froma which they have been re- 
ceived. In England, from U- 
toxeter, Newcastie under Lyne 
parochial church, Wallington, 
Wrington,Surrey chapel,Lock’s 
Ficld meeting-house, Church at 
Lane end, Baccup near Roch- 
dale, and from Macclesfield : 
In Scotland, from the parish 
churches in the Presbytery of 
Fordham, the Associate congre- 
gation at Nether Kirkgate Aber- 
deen, and the Associate congre- 
gation at West Calder. 

The associations mentioned in 
the former reports of your com- 
mittee, have also continued their 
zealous exertions fur aiding the 
funds of the Society. The Hol- 
born Sunday School has made 
an additional donation of £. 21, 
10s. ; ** the London Association” 
has presented a fifth donation, 
amounting to 4.92; and to the 
zeal of the Association at Bir- 
mingham, the Bible Society is 
indebted for another donation of 
4.285. 

The zealous efforts of a mem- 
ber of the Society has also pra- 
cured an annual subscription 
amounting to 4. 50. and a dona- 
tion of £. 63. from the friends of 
the institution at Shrewsbury. 

Your committee have also the 
particular satisfaction of report- 
ing a donation of fifty guineas, 
unanimously voted on the day of 
the national jubilee, by the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bishop of 
Bristol, master of the seniors 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Your committee have expressed 
their acknowledgments for this 
donation, by presenting a set of 
their reports, and copies of each 
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foreign version of the Scriptures 
printed by the Bible Society (in- 
cluding the Welsh and the Gae- 
lic) to the Library of Trinity 
College. 

Respect for the memory of 
the late Bishop of London, 
whose name has been mentioned 
in another part of this report 
with the honor which it de- 
serves, calls upon your commit- 
tee to mention, that his Lord- 
ship, about a week previous to 
his decease, expressed his inten- 
tion of presenting the Society 
with a donation of 50/. His 
Lordship’s executors having 
been informed of this circum- 
stance, very honorably gave ef- 
fect to his dying intentions, by a 
donation to that amount. 

It only remains further to re- 
port the following additions to 
the funds of the Society by be- 
quests. 

The late Mr. Hawkes, of Pic- 
cadilly, has bequeathed to the 

Society the sum of 1000/. in the 
4 per cent. Consol. Ann. free 
from any deduction on account 
of the legacy duty. 

From the late Mrs. M. Basset, 
the Society has received a lega- 
cy of 20/. She hath also left 
10/. for the purchase of bibles to 
be distributed to the poor. 

William Gray, Esq. of York, 
and the Rev. Samuel Bottomly 
of Scarborough, trustees for re- 
ligious and charitable purposes, 
under the will of Mrs. Ann 
Greenwood, deceased, have pre- 
sented to the Society the sum of 
200/. Ofthis amount, the trus- 
tees have desired that 100/. may 
be allotted to the translations of 
the scriptures carrying on in In- 
dia, and 50/. to promote those 
undertaken by the missionaries 
at Karass. 
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Your committee having now 
reported the addition madeto the 
funds of the Bible Society, deem 
it their duty to remark, that the 
necessary expenditure for pro- 
moting the object of its institu- 
tion, is also great and accumu- 
lating. The loss incurred by 
accommodating subscribers with 
Bibles and Testaments at redu- 
ced prices, which was originally 
intended to be one-fifth of the 
cost, partly by the disposition of 
the committee to fix the lowest 
terms, and partly by the en- 
hancement in the price of paper 
and printing, has now become 
two-fifths,and the annual amount 
of the loss, which will probably 
increase, has been of course con- 
siderable. The claims on the 
benevolence of the Society, for 
which no returns are made, and 
which your committee feel the 
strongest disposition to gratify in 
the greatest possible extent, are 
also numerous and increasing. 

Your committee do not men- 
tion these circumstances from 
any despair that the funds of the 
Society will prove inadequate to 
the demands upon them; such 
an apprehension would ill accord 
with that disposition which has 
been so cheerfully, generally, 
and liberally manifested to pro- 
mote the great and charitable 
object of its institution. On the 
contrary, they rely with confi- 
dence on the continuance and 
increase of the same liberality, 
not merely for supporting the 
Institution, but for enlarging its 
means and capacity to do good. 

Your committee have only 
further to add, that a very con- 
siderable addition has been made 
to the collection of books belong- 
ing to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by the generosity 
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of Individuals. The particulars 
of these donations, which have 
been thankfully acknowledged 
by your committee, will, as usual, 
be specified in the Appendix to 
the Report. 

It only now remains to add 
some reflections naturally sug- 
gested by the facts which have 
been communicated to the So- 
ciety. 

It is now above two hundred 
and seventy years, since the 
light of Revelation shone with 
full lustre on this country ; for 
it was then that its inhabitants 
first obtained the invaluable pri- 
vilege of perusing the bible in 
their own language. The mo- 
ral and religious effects which 
have flowed from the use of this 
privilege, prove, what is in it- 
self most evident, the influence 
of the Holy Scriptures in pro- 
moting the best interests of in- 
dividuals and society, and hence 
afford the most solid ground of 
encouragement to the circula- 
tion of them in the greatest 
practicable extent. It must not 
however be unnoticed, that the 
encouragement thus held out, 
points to the performance of a 
duty (for surely it is a duty) of 
primary obligation in those who 
have free access to the waters of 
life, to open channels for con- 
veying their streams to the 
parched and desolate portions of 
the earth which they have not 
yet pervaded ; and to remove 
those obstructions which inter- 
rupt their currency. To what 
extent this has been effected by 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, is sufficiently apparent 
from the present and former re- 
ports of its proceedings : like 
the great rivers of the earth 
which will fertilize regions far 
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distant from the soil in which 
they take their rise, it has dif- 
fused the waters of life to the 
remotest realms, and has held 
out an invitation to every acces- 
sible part of the globe, * Ho 
every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters.” 

The establishment of the Bri- 
tish and Foregn Bible Society 
will undoubtedly form a distin- 
guished era in the annals of the 
nineteenth century. It isto the 
honor of this country to have 
produced a religious Institution, 
for such the British and Foreign 
Bible Society may with strict 
propriety be denominated, the 
utility of which has received the 
most ample and gratifying ac- 
knowledgments, both at home 
and abroad ; an Institution foun- 
ded on a principle so simple, so 
intelligible, and so unexception- 
able, that persons of every de- 
scription who profess to regard 
the Holy Scriptures as the pro- 
per standard of faith, may cor- 
dially and conscientiously unite 
in it, and in the spirit of true 
Christian charity, harmoniously 
blend their common endeavors 
to promote the glory of God; 
an Institution which has excited 
the emulation of thousands to 
disseminate the knowledge of 
divine truth, and has given birth 
to the most extensive and re- 
spectable associations for the ex- 
press purpose of aiding its ex- 
ertions, and co- operating in the 
promotion of its glorious object ; 
an Institution, which secures an 
adherence to the integrity of its 
principle, by regulations so pre- 
cise and defined as not to admit 
of dubious interpretation. 

Referring to the notice which 
has been taken of the first pro- 
mulgation of the Scriptures in 
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MRE ee this country for public use, it is 
|e Ge impossible not ‘to recollect the 
Ae! ad eager delight with which this 
new and precious privilege was 
embraced and enjoyed. It is 
matter of real gratification to be 
: enabled to remark, that the spi- 
rit which prevailed at that mem- 
orable era, is not extinct. The 
facts stated in the present and 
former reports prove the high 
veneration in which the Bible 
is held throughout the United 
Kingdom, and the public sense 
entertained of its supreme im- 
portance to the temporal and 
eternal welfare of mankind. It 
is no slight recommendation 
of the British and Forcign Bi- 
ble Society, that it has been the 
means of exhibiting this proof 
An aconspicuous view, as well as 
of cherishing and enlarging the 
feeling to which it applies. 
Who that loves his country and 
fellow creatures, but must re- 
joice at the notification of facts 
which may fairly be considered 
as affording an omen so favora- 
ble to the prosperity of both ? 
| “ Blessed are the people,” says 
i ! the Psalmist, “ that know the 
bh} joyful sound ; they shall walk, 

O Lord, in the light of thy coun- 

tenance. Inthy name shall they 

rejoice all the day, and in thy 
righteousness shall they be ex- 
alted.” 

Your committee, therefore, 
anxiously desirous that the bles- 
sing of God may accompany 
the circulation of the Holy 
i Scriptures, conclude their re- 
Hl port inthe spirit of this Insti- 

i tution, by pressing upon its 
members and friends in every 
part of the world, the advice of 
the Apostle, Pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have 
| free course, and be glorified !” 
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Some extracts of correspond- 
ence were then read, conveying 
very affecting intelligence re- 
specting the successful disper- 
sion of the scriptures both by 
sea and land, and among Roman 
Catholics as well as Protestants, 
Very impressive addresses were 
delivered by the President, the 
Secretaries, Mr. Wilberforce, 
and other gentlemen. The at- 
tendance was numerous beyond 
all former example, and truly 
respectable. Among the com- 
pany present, and who tooka 
share in the business of the day, 
were, besides the President, the 
Bishops of Salisbury, St. David's 
and Cloyne, the Rev. Dr. Black- 
burne, warden of Manchester, 
Lord Henniker, Sir Alexander 
Johnston, Messrs. Wilberforce, 
Babington, &c. The Bishop of 
Durham being prevented by in- 
disposition from giving his usual 
attendance, expressed his regret 
in a letter which was read from 
the Chair. The names of the 
Bishops of Clogher and of Cloyne 
were announced as additional 
Vice-Presidents. 

On the whole, the transactions 
of the day excited and maintain- 
ed a deep interest in the nume- 
rous assembly, which appeared 
to be of one heart and of one 
soul ; and the Meeting termi- 
nated in a manner which pro- 
mises to extend and consolidate 
the influence of this highly im- 
portant and beneficial Institu- 
lion, 
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ON the second Wednesday 
in May (the 9th day of the 
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month) the First Meeting of 
the Society, was held as usual, at 
the Rev. Rowland Hill’s Chapel, 
Surry Road : it was never filled 
at an earlier hour; and multi- 
tudes, who came rather late, re- 
turned to their habitation disap- 
pointed. The chapel was full 
soon alter Nine o’clock. Mr. 
Hill commenced the service by 
reading the prayers of the Es- 
tablished Church ; after which 
Dr. Smith, of Homerton, pray- 
ed in the pulpit ; and Dr. Coll- 
yer, of Peckham, delivered an 
excellent discourse, from Luke 
ii. 32. * A light to lighten the 
Gentiles.” From which words 
the preacher proposed, I. To 
explain the import of the 
text ; and, II. To apply its tes- 
timony to Missionary exertions. 
Under the first head, the char- 
acter of Jesus was considered 
under the image of * Light,— 
the subjects of his influences, 
‘ the Gentiles,’"—and his mani- 
festation to the world, universal 
illumination ; for he rises upon 
the nations ‘ to lighten them.’ 
II. In applying this testimony 
to Missionary exertions, he 
shewed, that it explains the 
principles on which they are 
founded ; and evinces that they 
proceed from Nature, Reason, 
Humanity, Patriotism, and Re- 
ligion. He then produced sever- 
al considerations, by which this 
society is encouraged ; namely, 
by revelation, by experience, 
and by existing circumstances.— 
Mr. Bishop, of Ringwood, con- 
cluded the service with prayer. 

In the evening of the same 
day, the Rev. Mr.Kelly, of Dub- 
lin, preached a very animated 
sermon at the Tabernacle, from 
Gal. iv. 18. ‘It is good to be 
zealous always in a good thing.’ 
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The preacher made some judi- 
cious remarks on religious Zeal, 
distinguishing between that 
which is genuine and that which 
is spurious. The gospel was con- 
sidered as a subject which well 
deserves the zeal of Christians; 
and the state of the Heathen, 
affording a proper scene for 
the exercise of that grace. 
The discourse displayed much 
knowledge of human nature, 
and much zeal for the propaga- 
tion of divine truth. Mr.Hughes, 
of Battersea, prayed before the 
sermon ; and Mr. Redford, of 
Windsor, after it. 

On Thursday morning, the 
Members of the Society, and 
other persons friendly to the 
Missionary Cause, assembled at 
Mr. Jones’s Chapel, in Silver 
Street, the former places of 
meeting for the Annual Busi- 
ness having proved too small. 
William Alers, Esq, (the 
Treasurer being unavoidably 
absent) was unanimously called 
to the Chair. Dr. Cracknell, of 
Weymouth, implored the Di- 
vine Blessing by prayer. The 
Plan of the Society was read by 
Mr. Platt ; and the Minutes of 
the last Annual Meeting by 
Mr Humphrys. The report of 
the directors was then read from 
the pulpit, by the Secretary. 
After which, the acceptance of 
the report was unanimously vo- 
ted ; and thanks to the direc- 
tors, for their assiduous attention 
to the concerns of the society. 
The cordial thanks of the meet- 
|ing were voted to Joseph Hard- 
castle, Esq. Treasurer, for 
his valuable services, and ex- 
pressed in a manner which evin- 
ced the grateful sense entertain- 
ed of them by the whole body. 
The thanks of the society were 
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also voted to the Secretary, for 
his laborious and gratuitous 
services. Several very impres- 
sive speeches were made by the 
Rev. Messrs. Bogue, Waugh, 
and other gentlemen. The Rev. 
Mr. Smart, of Paisley, deliver- 
ed a judicious address, suited to 
the important occasion, and 
concluded with prayer to God. 

Tottenham Court Chapel 
was crowded as usual, very ear- 
ly ; and the prayers of the 
church were read by the Rev. 
Mr. Huckwell, curate of the 
chapel. The Rev. Mr James, 
of Birmingham, prayed before 
the sermon ; which was deliv- 
ered by the the Rev. George 
Collison, Hackney. This ani- 
mated and appropriate dis- 
course was founded on Psalm 
Ixvili. 1,2, 3, 6, 7. “ God be 
merciful unto us, and bless us ; 
and cause his face to shine upon 
us: that thy way be-known up- 
onearth, thy saving health a- 
mong all nations. Let the peo- 
ple praise thee, O God! let all 
the people praise thee! Then 
shall the earth yield her in- 
crease : and God even our own 
God, shall bless ! God shall 
bless us, and all the ends of 
the earth shall fear him.” In 
this prayer of the church for 
the heathen nations, the preach- 
er considered, 1. The pre-emi- 
nent importance of its object,— 
‘the diffusion of evangelical 
truth amongst the heathen, 
‘ that thy way be known,’ &c.— 
2. The propriety of its adoption, 
arising from the explicit will of 
God.—3. The beauty of its 
principles, piety, regret of in- 
difference, union of patriotism 
and benevolence, &c.—4. The 
glory of its accomplishment, 
the earth shall vield her in- 
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crease, in the domestic and so- 
cial relations, in personal char- 
acter, and in the universal diffu- 
sion of evangelical light, &c. 
The Rev. Mr. Bingham con- 
cluded the service with pray- 
er. 

On Friday morning, St. 
Bride’s church was crowded 
with a respectable and attentive 
congregation. Prayers were 
read by the Rev. Mr. Jones, cu- 
rate of the church. The Rev. 
W. B. Cocker, vicar of Bunny 
and of Runnington, in the coun- 
ty of Nottingham, delivered a 
pleasing discourse, from Acts 
xvi.9, 10. * And a vision ap- 
peared to Paul in the night. 
There stood a man of Macedo- 
nia, and prayed him, saying, 
Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us ; and after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we en- 
deavored to go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had called us for to preach 
the gospel unto them.’ Sever- 
al interesting remarks were 
made on this part of sacred his- 
tory :—I. An_ historical ex- 
position of the text, illustrating 
the progress of the gospel in 
Macedonia ;—II. A view of the 
present state ef vital Christiani- 
ty,;—the deplorable condition of 
the heathen,—the duty of as- 
sisting them,—and the peculiar 
encouragements to attempt their 
relief ;—III. Exhortations to 
prayer, and to an active sup- 
port of the cause of missions ; 
concluding with an appeal to the 
hearers, on the duty of improv- 
ing their gospel privileges. 

At an adjourned meeting of 
the Society, held in the after- 
noon at the vestry of Sion cha- 
pel, the thanks of the Society 
were voted to the several preach- 
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ers, and to the ministers and 
other gentlemen who kindly al- 
lowed the use of their places of 
worship for the meetings of the 
Society. 

Sion chapel was filled very 
early. Some persons tock their 
seats three or four hours before 
the commencement of the sac- 
ramental service. ‘The follow- 
ing is the order which was ob- 
served on the occasion :—the 
Rev. W. Kingsbury, who pre- 
sided, prayed ; the introductory 
address was given by Mr. Hunt, 
of Tichfield. During the ad- 
_Ministration, exhortations were 
given by Mr. Jones, of Silver 
street ; Mr. Jackson, of Stock- 
well ; and Mr. Bogue. Mr. Hill 
concluded the whole solemnity 
with prayer. 

Thus ended the Sixteenth ges 
neral meeting of the Missionary 
Society ; which was, we are per- 
suaded, no less interesting and 
satisfactory than any of the for- 
mer. The grand Christian prin- 
ciple, “ ['aith, working by love,” 
seemed to animate ministers anc 
people on this occasion. The 
confluence of so many persons 
from distant parts of the coun- 
try, as well as from the extremi- 
ties of the wide metropolis, can- 
not now be imputed to novelty, 
or to any other than those Chris- 
tian motives by which believers 
ought to be impelled, when the 
glory of their Redeemer is the 
object proposed. More than a 
little inconvenience and fatigue 
is necessarily endured in attend- 
ing for so many hours in crowd- 
ed assemblies ; but the exercise 
of love to Christ and perishing 
men, as well as of a lively hope 
that He is about to take unto 
himself his great power, and 
subdue the nations to the obe- 
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dience of faith, support and en- 
courage the numerous congre- 
gations ; while their liberality, . 
nothwithstanding the heavypres- ° 
sures of the times, continues to 
grow and increase. Those who 
have attended year after year, 
still come forward to renew their 
delightful engagements ; while 
others, who had never attended 
before, confessed that, notwith- 
standing all they had read and 
heard of these meetings, ‘ the 
half was not told them !? Many 
a pious Christian retires from 
these animating scenes, exclaim- 
ing, ‘ Blessed are my eyes for 
they see, and my ears for they 
hear !’——many a minister, an el- 
der, a deacon, or private mem- 
ber of a church in the country, 
returns to the place of his resi- 
dence, enlivened with new zeal 
for Christ and souls, determined 
on attempting something, more 
than before, to spread the know- 
ledge of the gospel both at home 
and abroad! The churches of 
Christ will thus be stirred up to 
encreasing energy in the Re- 
deemer’s cause ; and it will be- 
come a source of shame and dis- 
grace if any should refuse to 
come forward, in this or some 
other way, to ‘ the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.’ 

He who bows his ear to the 
prayers and praises of Zion, will, 
we firmly believe, graciously an- 
swer the petitions which ascend- 
ed at these meetings from thou- 
sands of hearts, since they coin- 
cide with the object of the Sav- 
iour’s own intercession :—Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance ; 
and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession ! 

For the purpose of being en- 
abled to state at the Annual 
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Meeting of the Society an ac- 
count of the receipts and dis- 
bursements, the Directors have 
thought it advisable to close the 
uccount on the Ist of April, and 
not on the ist of June, as for- 
merly. The following State- 
ment, therefore, comprises ten 
months only, instead of twelve : 


Amount of Collections, Dona- 
tions, Subscriptions, Legacies, 
and interest of Stock 

£.5298 15 2 

Expenditure, on ac- 
count of the va- 
tious Missions 5579 10 9 





Leaving a Balance 
due to the Trea- 
surer of &.280 15 7 


The Collections made after the 
Public Services are as fol- 
lows i— 


Surry Chapel £.420 10 6 
The Tabernacle 148 16 8 


Tottenham Court 


Chapel 174 10 8 
St. Bride’s Church 200 2 6 
Sion Chapel 181 12 11 
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London Society for Promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. 


THE following is the sub- 
stance of the Speech which the 
Rev. Dr. C. Buchanan delivered 
upon that occasion respecting 
the Jews in India.— 

During my residence in the 
Fast, my mind was much occu- 
pied with the present state and 
circumstances of the Jews. I 
visited them in different provin- 
ces, examined their books, and 
discoursed with them on the 





subject of the prophecies; and 
I found that no where do they 
despair of being restored to Je- 
rusalem ; no where do they des- 
pair of beholding their Messiah. 
It is with great satisfaction then, 
that on my return to England, 
I contemplate the establishment 
of your Society. It is, indeed, 
with much surprise I behold 
three hundred Gentlemen as- 
sembled on the present occasion, 
under the patronage of Noble- 
men of our country, to promote 
this noble design. The sudden 
elevation of your institution, and 
the interest which it has almost 
instantaneously created in the 
public mind, are sure prognos- 
tics of its perpetuity.—It is one 
of those institutions, which, like 
the Bible Society, need only to 
be proposed, to recommend it- 
self to the minds of men, by its 
perfect reasonableness and pro- 
priety ; and I may add, by the. 
divine obligation it involves. I 
entertain a confident hope that 
this Society, or some Institution 
analogous to it, will be perpetual 
in the church of Christ, and 
that it will endure, to use an ori- 
ental expression, as long as sun 
and moon endure; or at least, 
as long as there is a Jew in the 
world who is not a Christian. 
There isa measure I would 
propose to the consideration ol 
your Society, which 1 think 
will contribute to its celebrity 
and success. I would suggest 
to you to open a correspond- 
ence with the Jews in the Kast. 
Perhaps it may not be known 
to some, that by the events ol 
the late war in India, a colony 
of Jews have become subject to 
Great Britain. ‘This is the co- 
lony of the white and black 
Jews of Cochin. ‘The number 
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is calculated to be about 16,000. 
Mr. Frey informs me that the 
number of Jews in the uni- 
ted kingdom is not reputed to 
be greater than 14,000. So 
that our Jewish subjects in the 
East ure yet more numerous 
than those in the West; and 
they are equally intitled to the 
regard and attention of your 
Society. 

I visited Cochin soon after 
the conquest of the province. 
The Jews received me _ hospita- 
bly, and permitted me to exam- 
ine their libraries and their syn- 
agogues; and they presented 
to me many valuable manu- 
scripts, which are now deposited 
in the library of the University 
of Cambridge. One of these is 
a roll of the Pentateuch, on goat 
skins dyed red; one of the 
most ancient perhaps which the 
East can produce. The white 
Jews live on the sea coast, and 
have commerce with foreign na- 
tions : the black Jews live chiefly 
in the interior of the country.— 
‘The Hindoos call them Israeli : 
they call themselves Beni-Israel, 
and not Jews; for their ances- 
tors did not belong to Judah, 
but to the kingdom of Israel. 
They consider themselves to be 
descended from those tribes 
which were carried away at the 
first captivity—In some parts 
of the East, the Beni-Israel ne- 
ver heard of the second temple, 
they never heard of the Chris- 
tian account of the coming of 
the Messiah. Some of them 
possess only the Pentateuch, and 
Psalms, and Book of Job—others 
have no portion of Scripture left, 
But their countenaice, and their 
observance of the Sabbath, and 
of peculiar rites, demonstrate 
that they are Jews. The white 
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Jews at Cochin despise the 
black Jews, as being of an inferi- 
or cast, and do not approve of in- 
termarriages with them, because 
they do not belong to the Second 
Temple. Both among the white 
and black Jews, I found that 
there was a general impression 
that there would soon bea rumor 
of wars, and a commotion a- 
mong the peoples, on their ac- 
count. The white Jews expect 
a second Cyrus from the West, 
who shall build their temple the 
third and last time. 

You may address the Jews of 
Cochin with great advantage on 
the subject of the Christian reli- 
gion, for they have the evidence 
ofthe Syrian Christians before 
them. These ancient Christians 
live in the vicinity, and are your 
witnesses. At one place, in the 
interior of the country, which 
I visited, there is a Jewish syn- 
arorue and a Christian church 
in the same Hindoo village. 
They stand opposite to each 
other ; as it were the Law and 
the Gospel ; bearing testimony 
to the truth, in the presence of 
the heathen world. 

I was informed that many 
years ago one of the Jews trans- 
lated the New Testament into 
Hebrew, for the purpose of con- 
futing it, and of repelling the 
arguments of his neighbors, 
the Syrian Christians. This 
manuscript fell into my hands, 
and is now in the library of the 
University of Cambridge. It 
is in his own hand-writing wiia 
the first interlineations and eras- 
ures 3 and will be of great use 
in preparing a version of the 
New Testament in the Hebrew 
language. It appears to be a 
faithful translation as faras it has 
becn examined ; but about the 
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end, when he came to the Epis- 
tles of St. Paul, he seems to have 
lost his temper, being moved 
perhaps by the acute arguments 
of the learned Benjamite, as he 
calls the Apostle ; and he has 
written here and there a note of 
execration on his memory. But 
behold the providence of God ! 
The translator became himself 
a convert to Christianity. His 
own works subdued his unbelief. 
In the lion he found sweetness ; 
and he lived and died in the faith 
of Christ. And now it is a 
common superstition among the 
vulgar in that place, that if any 
Jew shall write the whole of the 
New Testament with his own 
hand, he will become a Christian 
by the influence of the evil spirit. 

This event occurred in the 
South of India; but a conver- 
sion no less remarkable took 
place, some time afterwards, in 
the North. Jacob Levi, a Jew 
from Smyrna, travelled over land 
to Calcutta, and heard the gos- 
pel from one of the Lutheran 
preachers belonging to the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and became a con- 
vert to the truth. He delivered 
a testimony to the Jews, Hin- 
doos, Mahometans, and Chris- 
tians ; for he was acquainted 
with various languages, and 
spoke eloquently, like Apollos. 
But his course was short. He 
was ordained, like many wit- 
nesses of the Christian faith, to 
shine but fora moment. These 
solitary instances of the power 
of the gospel seem to occur, in 
almost every nation, previous to 
the general illumination. This 
conversion of Jacob Levi is re- 
corded in the Proceedings of the 
Society in Bartlett’s Buildings, 
London. 
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But there is another body of - 
Jews, not a colony, but a king- 
dom of Jews, to which this So- 
ciety may also address itself ; 
and that is, the ten tribes. For 
the ten tribes, so long lost, have 
at length been found. It has 
been sufficiently ascertained, by 
the investigations of the learned 
in India, that the Affghan and 
Pyran nations consist of the de- 
scendants of the Jewish tribes of 
the first description. 

When I was in the South of 
India, IL asked the black Jews, 
where their brethren, the great 
body of the ten tribes, were to be 
found! They answered prompt- 
ly, that they were to be found in 
the North, in the regions adja- 
cent to Chaldea, the very country 
whither they were first carried 
into captivity. On my return to 
Calcutta I prosecuted the inqui- 
ry, under the advantages which 
my superintendance of the col- 
lege of Fort William afforded 
me. Sir William Jones had re- 
corded it as his opinion, that 
the Affyhans were Jews, and re- 
ferred to various authorities. A 
further investigation confirmed 
the judgment of that illustrious 
scholar. There were Affghan 
Jews in Calcutta, at the time: 
one of my own servants was an 
Affghan. The Affghans are ge- 
nerally reputed by us to be Ma- 
homedans. I asked my servant 
if he was a Mahomedan? “ No,” 
said he, * I am a Mahomedan 
Jew.” I plainly discerned in his 
countenance the featutes of the 
London Jew. The general ac- 
count of the Affghans is this :— 
that their ancestors were Jews 
—that their common histories 
record the names of David, Saul, 
and other kings of Israel—that 
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them with an invading army, 
and said unto them, We are 
Jews as well as you; we observe 
circumcision and keep the Sab- 
bath : let us incorporate our na- 
tions, and be one people, and 
unite against the infidels—that 
they made a shew of yicldiny to 


Mahomedanism (as the Jews of 


Spain and Portugal pretended to 
yield to Chritianity) ; but in 


sacred books began to diminish 
in number ; and it came to pass 


at last, that in many places they | 


could be only recognised to be 
Jews by their countenance, by 
tradition, by peculiar rites, and 
the observance of the Sabbath ; 
which are the only marks which 
distinguish some of the Beni- 
Israel of the South of India. 
Let us therefore address the ten 
tribes, and receive them in the 
state in which, by the providence 
of God, they are to be found. 
Some of the Jews of London 
are as ignorant, and as little in- 
titled to the name, as the Alfl- 
hans. 

But there isa third body of 
Jews, to whom you ought to 
write: [T mean the Samaritan 
Jews. They are not far from 
the shores of the Mediterranean, 
and are easily accessible. They 
possess only the Pentateuch. 
They are few in number, and 
will receive with much defer- 
ence any communication which 
you will be pieased to make to 
them, relating to their religion, 


ry 


and to the present state of Jew- | 


sh nations. 

Let letters then be addressed 
to these three bodies of Isracl- 
ites ; not In the name of Chiis- 
tians, bution the name of the 
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converted Jews, who compose a 
part of this Society. Let Mr. 
rey, the learned convert, write 
to them, not in the Rabbinical 
Hebrew (for there ave upwards 
of 20 dialects of Rabbinical or 
Commercial Hebrew in the 
world), but in the Hebrew of 
the Old ‘Testament. which. all 
understand ; let him inform 


(them of the great events that 
process of time the ascendancy | 
of the new religion corrupted | 
their ancient institutions ; their | 


have taken place in the West, 
namely, that Jews have become 
Christians ; that the Christians 
are sending forth preachers to 
teach all nauions; that the Mes- 
siah is surely come ; and that 
the signs of the times encou- 
rage the belicf that Israel is 
about to be restored, In a spirit- 
ual sense. Let him further di- 
rect their attention to particular 
prophecies, and invite corres- 
pondence. And after Mr. Frey 
has exercised his ministry a year 
or two longer in this country, 
it may be expedient that he go 
forth asa missionary to the Jews 
of Cochin, with some of his 
brethren, that “in the mouth 
of two or three witnesses, every 
word may be established.” Af- 
ter preaching among them half 
a year, he may return again, and 
report what he has heard and 
seen. 


But when you write these 


letters, a fresent must accom- 


pany them, after the Oriental 
manner. And let this present 
You need not, 


to all: for the Jews of the East 
possess that book entire, with 
every jot and titde that belongs 
to it. They are our librarians. 
They are ordained bv Provi- 
dence, as it were, the official 
guardians of the perpetual pu- 
rity of the Sacred Volume But 
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you must send them the New 
TEsTAMENT in the Hebrew 
Tongue ; in the language and 
character of the Old ‘Testament, 
which all understand and revere. 
And Jet it have the Massora, 
that the text may be settled by 
good authority, before it pass 
out of your hands. We Chris- 
tiains are, in regard to the New 
Testamcnt, the Massorites. We 
are qualified to determine the 
sense. If the version be sent 
forth without points, the words 
of our Saviour may be expound- 
ed by the Eastern Jews in dif- 
ferent ways.—The Arabic, Per- 
sian, Chaldaic, and Syriac lan- 
guages, all have points. You 
may take them away, indeed, as 
has been done in the Old Testa- 
ment Hebrew ; but if you do so, 
you will not be able to under- 
stand what is written, unless you 
have got it previously by heart. 
All the chitdren learn these lan- 
guages and the Hebrew in the 
East, with points ; and they are 
constantly used by grown per- 
sons, when the sense is doubtful. 
A letter, without points, ona 
new and difficult subject, would 
be an enigma. It is commonly 
said in Europe, “ that the points 
are not of divine origin.” But 
there is no meaning in this sen- 
timent. If the consonants be of 
divine origin, the vowels are of 
divine origin. The consonants 
cannot be pronounced without 
the vowels. A consonant im- 
plies the presence of a vowel. 
The Hebrew consonants, which 
are said to be of divine origin, 
were changed in form by a hea- 
then people. A child, in the 
tume of Moses, would not bave 
been able to learn the book of 
Genesis without point: When 
he had got it by heart indeed, 
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the points would be of no use: 
and for this reason, and for no 
other, are they not used in the 
synagogue. It is the labor of 
ten years for the Hebrew reader 
in the synagogue to learn to 
read the Scriptures. without 
points. Had not Providence or- 
dained the Massora of the Old 
Testament, it is impossible to 
say how great our difficulty 
night have been in translating 
that volume at this day : but the 
same Providence which has pre- 
served the consonants, has pre- 
served the vowels also. 

It is with surprise I learn, 
that as yet you have not obtained 
a version of the New Testament 
in the Hebrew language, for the 
use of the Jews. It is surely 
the very first duty of your Socie- 
ty to execute this translation. 
You are beginning to work with- 
out instruments. Howcan you 
find fault with a Jew, for not be- 
lieving the New Testament, if 
he has never seen it? It is not 
to be expected that he will res- 
pect a version in English ; but 
give him the New Testament in 
the languaze of the Old Testa- 
ment, in the imposing form of 
the primeval Hebrew, the cha- 
racter which he is accustomed 
to venerate and admire,and then 
you do justice to his weakness, 
and may overcome his preju- 
dice. 

IJow strange it appears, that 
during a period of cighteen Lun- 
dred years, the Christians should 
never have given the Jews the 
New ‘Testament in their own 
language ! By a kind of infatua- 
tion, they have reprobated the 
unbelief of tie Jews, and have 
never, at the same time, told 
them what they ought to be- 
lieve. 
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I ought to apologise to the 
company for detaining them so 
long.—{ Applause. |--1 shall con- 
clude with observing, that the 
chief difficulties which this So- 
ciety will probably meet with, 
will be from the opposing Jews 
at home. But when they sec 
that your converts multiply, and 
when they hear that you are 
writing to other nation, regard- 
less of their ignorance and op- 
position at home ; when they 
learn that you have discovered 
the ten tribes, that you have sent 
to them the New Testament in 
the holy languavre ; that you are 
discussing with them the sub- 
ject of the prophecies ; and that 
Mr. Frey and his brethren are 
going forth as “ ambassadors, in 
light ships, to carry the tidings 
of gladness to a nation scattered 
and peeled, terrible from their 
beginning hitherto,” (Is. xviii.) 
the hostile Jews will be alarmed, 
their spirits will sink within 
them, and they will begin to 
think that a great day in Zion 
is indeed at hand. 

Every time you meet here, in 
this public manner, in the pre- 
sence of the Israelites, yourcause 
acquires strength.—Every time 
that these annual sermons are 
preached,and the voice of prayer 
and supplication for the outcasts 
of Israe! ascends to heaven, it is 
like the blasts of the rams’ horns 
before the walls of Jericho: and 
so the enemy will soon begin to 
consider it: and I doubt not 
that before you have encompas- 
sed the walls seven times, an im- 
pression will be made.—It may 
be the will of God, that before 
the trumpet of your Anniversa- 
ry assemblies has been seven 
times sounded, the wall will be- 
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gin to shake ; a breach will be 
made ; and Joshua, the spiritual 
Joshua, will enter and take the 
city. 


——e 2. 
ANECDOTE. 


A PIOUS Divine had prayed 
earnestly many years that God 
would be pleased to send hima 
man to teach him the perfect way 
of truth. One morning, he was 
told in a dream to goto the 
church, where he would find an 
instructor in the way of truth. 
When he came to the church 
door, he found a man in rags, to 
whom he wished a good morn- 
ing. & I never hada bad morn- 
ing,” replied the poor man, 
“ That is singular; I wish you 
always fortunate.” “E was 
never unfortunate,” said he. “I 
wish you always happy,” said 
the divine. “ I was never un- 
happy,” said the other, “I 
wish,” said the divine, “ you 
would explain your meaning.” 
“ That I will cheerfully do,” 
replied the poor man. * I said 
that I never had a bad morning ; 
for every morning, if I am 
pinched with hunger, I praise 
God. If it is rain, or snow, or 
hail, whether the day is serene 
or tempestuous, I praise God, 
and therefore [ never have a joy- 
less morning. If I am misera- 
ble in outward circumstances, 
and despised, I still praise God. 
You wished me to be fortunate ; 
but I cannot be unfortunate, be- 
cause nothing Lefals me but ac- 
cording to the will of God ; 
and I believe his will is always 
good in what he does, or prom- 
ises to be done. You wished 
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me to be always happy; but I 
cannot be unhappy, because my 


[Novy. 


ORDINATION. 
OcToseERr 10th, was ordained 


will is always resigned to the | to the work of the Gospel Min- 
will of God. But what would | istry, over the second church 
you say, if God should thrust | and society in Amherst, ( Mass.) 


you down to hell,” I have two 
arms, humili'y and love, with 
which I would hold fast my in- 
carnate God and Saviour, and 
not let him go ; and I would 
rather be in hell with God, than 
in heaven without him.” 

The divine, astonished at the 
poor man’s answers, asked him 
whence he came. “ I come 
from God.” 
find him.” “ Where I left the 
“ Where did you leave 
him.” & With the pure in 
heart.” “ Whatareyou.” “I 
ama king.” Where is your 
kingdom.” In my own heart. 


~T have leatned to rule my appe- 


tites and passions, and that is 
better than to govern any king- 
dom in the world.” “ Flow 
were you broughtinto this hap- 
py condition.” “ By silence, 
spiritual meditation, and union 
with God. Nothing bclow God 
could satisfy my desires. I 


1 have found peace and rest.” 


“ Where did you, 








the Rev. Naruan Perkins, jr. 
The several parts of the relivi- 
ous service were performed by 
the following Pastors of the 
churches :—the Rev. Mr. Tay- 
lor, of Sunderland, made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the Rey. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. of Hart- 
ford, (Conn.) preached the ser- 
mon, from John vii. 46. ; the 
Rev. Mr. Hayes, of South Had- 
ley, made the consecrating pray- 
er; the Rev. Mr. Lyman, D. D. 
‘of Hatheld, gave the charge ; 
the Rev. Mr. Parsons, D. D. of 
Amherst, gave the right hand of 
fellowship ; and the Rev. Mr. 
Gridiey, of Granby, made the 
concluding prayer. The day 
was pleasant—the vatious reli- 
gious exercises were solemn, 
appropriate, and impressive. A 
great concourse of people assem- 
bled on the joyful occasion, and 
by their order, seriousness, and 


deep attention testified this re- 
have now found him, and in him | 


gard to religious institutions, 
and the glorious Gospel of our 
DiviNE SAVIOUR. 





